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On November 4, 1957, Shoghi Effendi, the guardian of the Cause of God of the Baha’i Faith, 
passed away suddenly in London, England. The Faith was now facing one of its most severe 
challenges since its beginning in 1844. The writings of the Baha’i Faith, specifically, the Will and 
Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Baha, contained explicit directives related to the successor to Shoghi Effendi. 

For those unfamiliar with the term, Baha’i, it means one who is a follower of the latest 
revelation given by God through the words of Baha’u’llah, which means, “Glory of the father.” He 
is the Universal Manifestation prophesied in all the Holy books who would appear in the latter 
days ushering in an age of Peace and Justice - the kingdom of God on earth. In order for there to 
be a KINGDOM there must be a KING. God provided for this King when He made His Covenant 
with David. 


Thou hast said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my 
servant: ‘I will establish your descendants for ever, and build your throne for all 
generations....’” 


I will not violate my covenant, or alter the word that went forth from my lips. I will 
not lie to David. His line shall endure for ever; his throne as long as the sun before me. Like 
the moon it shall be established for ever; it shall stand firm while the skies endure” (Psalms 
89:3,4; 34-36)1, 


In the book of Jeremiah, it is written: 


“For thus says the LORD: David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house 
of Israel...” (Jer. 33:17). 


The kingdom of Israel was unified through the divinely appointed anointing procedure of 
King David and was the focal point of unity for the kingdom of Israel. This unity was broken 
when Solomon violated God’s Covenant, bowing down and worshipping pagan gods. Israel, the 
twelve tribes, were divided and scattered. We thus find in the third part of the Covenant of Moses 
that if the people turned back unto the Lord they would be regathered. This part of Moses’ 
Covenant was fulfilled with the appearance of Baha’u’llah who was of the tribe of Judah. Some 
of his followers were descendants of the ten lost tribes who resided in Iran. Baha’u’llah made his 
proclamation in Baghdad (1863) and was ultimately exiled to the fortress city of Akka in Israel. 
Descendants of the ten lost tribes went with him, arriving in Akka in the year 1868 uniting the 
twelve tribes in Israel. 


1 Unless otherwise indicated, scriptural verses are from the Revised Standard Version (New York, NY: Thomas 
Nelson and Sons, 1952). Words in bold type are for emphasis throughout. 


The kingdom of God on earth will also have a Davidic king as the focal point of unity for the 
whole world. We need to remember that the line or seed of David will never end. However, this 
kingdom will have another component, a universal body of arbitration and the Davidic king will 
be at its head or president. He is the executive branch of God’s kingdom on earth and the 
universal body of arbitration, or Universal House of Justice is the legislative branch. The Davidic 
king is a hereditary position, a member for life of the body, and the body is universally elected 
by all peoples and nations of the world. This is in fulfillment of God’s two-part Covenant given 
unto Abraham that from him would arise a line of kings (the Davidic kingship) and a multitude 
of nations, (the elected Universal House of Justice). 

All the Manifestations of God speak the Word of God; They are all speakers of the Word from 
the same One True Invisible God. Jesus stated: “When the spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 
all the truth; for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come” (John 16:13). Jesus was saying that a man, “he” would 
appear after him. When Jesus stated that “no man comes to the Father but by me,” the word “me” 
refers to the Word of God, for Jesus was the speaker of the Word (logos), and it is the Word that 
gives spirit and life. “It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no avail; the words that I speak are 
spirit and life” (John 6:63, emphasis mine). It is not the physical person who is important, it is the 
words spoken that are important. Jesus is saying there is no difference between the validity of 
his message and the validity of the message from those in the past and of those who were to 
follow. 

The plan of God, to take man from the image of the animal and create a spiritual living human 
being, was progressive in nature, similar to the grades in school. Jesus stated that he had yet many 
things to say to the people but they wouldn’t understand. “I have yet many things to say to you, but 
you cannot bear them now” (John 16:12). Jesus knew the full plan of God, however, he could only 
give a portion of the plan according to the capacity of the people to understand. Then he tells 
them “when the spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth.” Truth is relative, that is, the 
truths of today are different from yesterday. The reality of things and the validity of ideas are in 
no wise dependent upon our recognition or acceptance of them. In the 17** century, Dr. William 
Harvey, a well-respected and honored doctor, announced to his colleagues that the blood flowed 
in both the veins and arteries, which was circulated throughout the body by the pumping action 
of the heart. Why was this so revolutionary? At the time it was believed that the blood flowed 
only through the veins, while air flowed through the arteries, which means, "air passage." His 
presentation resulted in his being stripped of his license and Dr. Harvey died a broken and 
penniless man. The truth of what Dr. Harvey stated was rejected and it would take another fifty 
years before his “theory” became accepted as truth. 

What Jesus was conveying to the people was there would be a man (he) who would appear 
in the future and “declare the things that are to come,” things that Jesus did not explain. Jesus 
prophesied the name of this individual. In the book of Mark we read: 


For whosoever is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
him will the Son of man be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels (Mark 8:38). 


The word Baha when translated into English means “glory.” Thus the name, Baha’u'llah, 
means the “glory of the Father.” There are numerous mentions of this “glory,” that would appear 
in the latter days; the glory of the Lord, the glory of the Father; “The glory of the God of Israel came from 
the east,” “As the glory of the Lord entered the temple.” “The whole earth is full of His glory.” 


The word “glory” can mean light, splendor, or radiance with the most significant use being 
applicable to God. In this regard, God's glory is the external manifestation of His being. Glory is 
used to describe the manifestations of God’s presence, called by the Jews the Shekinah derived 
from a Hebrew verb meaning “to dwell.” “Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of 
the LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had 
settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle” (Exodus 40:34,35). 

God is unknowable in His Infinite Essence and thus the Manifestations of God are the 
presence of God while on earth. As a mirror reflects the radiance of the sun, the Manifestations 
reflect the radiance or glory of God to the people. After Moses died, the Shekinah resided within 
the tabernacle (temple). We find this same Shekinah filling Solomon’s temple years later when it 
was completed (Kings 8:10,11). From the book of Ezekiel we read: “Like the appearance of the bow 
[symbol of the covenant] that is in the cloud on the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness 
round about. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD” (Ezekiel 1:28). Again in 
Ezekiel we read: 


Afterward he brought me to the gate, the gate facing east. And behold, the glory of the God of 
Israel came from the east; and the sound of his coming was like the sound of many waters; 
and the earth shone with his glory.... As the glory of the LORD entered the temple by the 
gate facing east, the Spirit lifted me up, and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the 
glory of the LORD filled the temple.... ‘Son of man, this is the place of my throne and the 
place of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the people of Israel for ever’ 
(Ezekiel 43:1,2; 4,5,7). 


The meaning of these verses in Ezekiel is this. The “gate facing east” is a reference to the 
appearance of the Bab who made his proclamation in Shiraz, Persia. The word Bab means “gate 
or door” and he was the forerunner of “Him Whom God shall make manifest.” The Bab closed the 
door of the age of prophecy and opened the door to the age of fulfillment. He cleansed the 
sanctuary on earth with his death and that of 10,000 of his followers, thus preparing the way for 
the “glory of the father,” Baha’u’llah, the second advent of Messiah ben David, the return of Christ. 
“The glory of the God of Israel came from the east” refers to Baha’u’llah who was born in Tehran, 
which is east of Shiraz. Furthermore, Tehran is east of Israel where Baha’u’llah was exiled to the 
fortress prison-city of Akka in 1868. An interesting prophecy mentioned by Samuel ben Judah 
Valero calculated that the end of the present exile of the Jews would be in the year 5626 of the 
Jewish calendar, which is equivalent to the year 1868 of the Christian era, the same year 
Baha'u'llah, a descendant of the house of Judah (David), came from the east to Mount Carmel in 
Israel. As previously mentioned, descendants of the house of Israel, (the ten lost tribes) went with 
him, thus reuniting the two kingdoms under a new name. In the book of Isaiah, we read: 


For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest until the 
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. 
And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory [Baha]: and thou shalt 
be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name. (Isaiah 62:1,2, KJV). 


These references to a new name may also be found in the book of Revelation. 


To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.... I 
will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God...and I will 
write upon him my new name. (Rev. 2:17; 3:12). 


It is important for both Christians and Baha’is to understand that Baha’u’llah is of the house 
of David, a direct male sperm descendant of King David of the tribe of Judah. 


And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains: and 
mine elect shall inherit it and my servants shall dwell there. And Sharon shall be a fold of 
flocks, and the valley of Achor [Akka] a place for the herds to lie down in, for my people that 
have sought me. But ye are they that forsake the LORD, and forget my holy mountain [the 
violators against the Covenant or promise].... Therefore will I number you to the sword, and 
ye shall all bow down to the slaughter.... Behold, my servants [the elect] shall sing for joy of 
heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation of spirit. And ye shall 
leave your name for a curse unto my chosen: for the LORD GOD shall slay thee, and call his 
servants by another name (Isaiah 65:9-122,14,15, KJV). 


This passage from the prophet Isaiah relates that one who is a descendant of Jacob and of the 
tribe of Judah will inherit God's holy mountain, which throughout scripture could be no other 
than Mount Carmel, for it is here where the Lord's House would be established. 


And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations 
shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: 
for out of Zion shall go forth the law...(Isaiah 2:3). 


Again, in the book of Isaiah it is recorded that "the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see 
the glory of the Lord [Baha'u'llah], and the excellency of our God" (Isaiah 35:2). The valley of Sharon is 
the land between the foot of Mount Carmel and the Mediterranean. It was here on Mount Carmel 
where Baha'u'llah laid out the plans for the kingdom of God on earth. It is here then on Mount 
Carmel where the law will go forth throughout the entire world. Baha'u'llah has written, 
"Whatsoever hath been announced in the Books hath been revealed and made clear. From every direction 
the signs have been manifested. The Omnipotent One is calling, in this Day, and announcing the 
appearance of the Supreme Heaven" (Baha'u'llah, Proclamation of Baha'u'llah (Haifa, Israel, Baha'i 
World Centre, Universal House of Justice, 1972, 106). He has declared that the Ancient Beauty 
"ruleth upon the throne of David" and that the "Most Great Law is come" (ibid., 89). 

In reference to Mount Carmel, Isaiah wrote: "Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of 
the LORD is risen upon thee" (Isaiah 60:1). Again, in the thirty-fifth chapter we read: "And the 
ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads...." 
Within Jewish literature we also find mention of Mount Carmel. In a commentary on the book of 
Elijah, it is related: "The angel Michael, after showing Elijah the regions of heaven, reveals to him on 
Mount Carmel, the time of the end" (A.H. Silver, A History of Messianic Speculation (Boston, MA: 
Beacon Press, 1927, 42). 

It is from this new Zion, Mount Carmel, that the Law has gone forth, given through the pen 
of the return of Christ, the Redeeming Messiah, Baha'u'llah. During his imprisonment in Akka, 
he wrote the Kitab-i-Aqdas, the Book of Laws. 

Returning once again to the book of Ezekiel where it states: “and brought me into the inner court; 
and behold, the glory of the LORD filled the temple,” meaning, within the Tabernacle (Temple), was 
the holiest of holy places, the “inner sanctuary or court.” This sanctuary was called the Holy of 
Holies (the “Most Holy place”), referred to by the Jews as the Devir. The Devir/debir shared the 
same root letters with the Hebrew word, dabar/davar. Dabar signifies the Thought of God 
expressed in a Revelation, or the Word of God. The sanctuary could thus also be described as the 
Holy Word Space where the Word of God lived or the Presence of God. As long as the people had 
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the Temple and the high priesthood, their nation could call upon the very Presence of God 
(Shekinah) among them. It was the unifying factor between God and man after the passing of 
Moses. Known as the Divine Presence, it is the glory, splendor, or light of God. As long as the 
high priest, the Ark of the Covenant and the Holy of Holies were intact, the Shekina was within 
the hearts of the people of Israel. If at any time just one of these three essentials were to be 
removed, then the Presence of God (Shekinah) would no longer dwell among them. Ezekiel was 
saying that the glory (Baha) filled the temple, the presence of God mirrored within the person 
Baha’u’llah, “the place of my throne [Davidic throne] and the place of the soles of my feet,” showing it to 
be a man, “where I will dwell in the midst of the people of Israel [newly regathered Israel under its new 
name Baha or Baha'is] for ever,” referring to God’s Kingdom on earth. 

The tabernacle (temple) of Moses was a microcosm of the macrocosm, that is, the temple that 
was destroyed, according to prophecy, was to be rebuilt again, thus the Jews are expecting to 
rebuild the temple on the temple mount where the mosque of Omar now stands. However, the 
rebuilding of this temple is a temple not built out of material substances:2 


But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come then through the 
greater and more perfect tent [tabernacle] (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation)" 
(Hebrews 9:11). 


The prophesies for the return of the temple not made by hands are fulfilled within the Bab 
whose Revelation is in the potency of the Sanctuary, the appearance of Baha’u’llah, the “glory of 
the father, who sits upon the throne of David,” whose Revelation is in the potency of the Holy of 
Holies, and the return of Jesus, the Lamb, high priest after the order of Melchizedek, the one who 
stands in the Holy of Holies and explains the Covenant of Baha’u’llah (ark of the Covenant). 

In the book of Habakkuk we read that “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
the LORD as the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14). Again we read: “I have pardoned, according to 
your word; but truly, as I live, and all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD” (Num. 14: 
20,21), and yet again, “Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all the earth!” (Psalm 
108:4-8). This “glory” that will be “over all the earth” is the kingdom of God on earth, given unto 
humanity through the Revelation of Baha’u’llah, the “glory of the father,” and the presence of 
God will forever be among the people. All peoples and nations of the world will partake in the 
blessings of this kingdom. 

It is the return of Jesus, the Lamb who establishes the kingdom of God on earth, the one 
who is found worthy to take the scroll written within and on the back and break the seven seals 
(Rev. 5:1-5). 

The scroll written within is the Covenant of Baha’u’llah and on the back is the Will and 
Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the son of Baha’u’llah and “Center of the Covenant.” When Baha’u'llah 
made his proclamation, he declared that “the Most Great Law is come, and the Ancient Beauty ruleth 
upon the throne of David,” thus showing that he was a descendant of David, the return of Messiah 
ben David, the Christ and from his descendants would arise the line of kings seated upon the 
throne. 

In his Covenant, Baha’u’llah wrote: “Anent this matter,” that is, PAY ATTENTION, “we have 
revealed in the Book of Aqdas the following words which radiate the light of divine mercy: Oh my Branches! 
A mighty power and supreme potency is hidden and concealed in the world of being. Focus your gaze upon 
it and upon the direction of its unity, not upon the differences which are apparent therein.” What 


? For further information regarding the return of the temple see article: 
https://www.academia.edu/45206269/The_Return_of_the_ Temple 


Vv 


Baha’ u llah is telling us is what he writes in the following paragraph is the source of unity for the 
whole world, telling us that upon his passing we were to turn to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the most great 
Branch. 

When the sea of My presence is exhausted and the Book of Origin hath reached its end, turn 

you unto him [‘Abdu'l-Baha] who is desired by God — he who is issued from this ancient 

root.” 


Baha’‘u’llah proclaimed that he was the ancient root and ‘Abdu’l-Baha was the most great 
Branch. In doing so, Baha’u’llah and “Abdu’l-Baha fulfill the prophecy in Isaiah, chapter eleven. 
“There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots. In that day 
the root of Jesse shall stand as an ensign to the peoples; him shall the nations seek, and his dwellings shall 
be glorious.” 

In the text of the Covenant, Baha’u’llah also declared that “God hath, verily, decreed the station 
of the great Branch [Muhammad Ali] next to that of the most great Branch [’Abdu‘l-Baha]. Verily He is 
the wise ordainer.” Baha’u llah thus provided for two successors upon whom he gave what is called 
conferred infallibility. After these two would be the Universal House of Justice with the Davidic 
King seated at its head and distinguished member for life of that body and would inherit the 
infallibility of these two successors. 

However, Muhammad Ali had opposed both Baha’u’llah and ‘Abdu’l-Baha, violating the 
Covenant, and was thus cut off from the tree. Therefore, it was necessary for “Abdu’l-Baha to 
replace him. In his Will and Testament, he divided the station of Davidic Kingship and conferred 
infallibility in two, creating a dichotomy. Unto his grandson, Shoghi Effendi, was given conferred 
infallibility and the Kingship was given to the adopted son of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, as his son had died 
in infancy. In his Will and Testament, ‘Abdu’l-Baha mandated that the Davidic Kings, now called 
“guardians” would be seated at the head of a Universal House of Justice to be elected by all 
peoples and nations of the world. Shoghi Effendi did not qualify to sit at the head as he was not 
a male descendant of the Davidic kings. His lineage was through ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s daughter (the 
female side) and on his father’s side a male descendant of Muhammad through his daughter, 
Fatima, an Afnan, or twig. In his Will and Testament, “Abdu’l-Baha wrote: 


O my loving friends! After the passing away of this wronged one, it is incumbent upon the 
Aghsan (Branches), the Afnan (Twigs) of the Sacred Lote-Tree, the Hands (pillars) of the 
cause of God and the loved ones of the Abha Beauty to turn unto Shoghi Effendi — the 
youthful branch branched from the two hallowed and sacred Lote-Trees and the fruit grown 
from the union of the two offshoots of the Tree of Holiness. 


During the days of “Abdu’l-Baha it was well known that he had adopted a son. Letters written 
to various believers, and articles written by ‘Abdu’l-Baha have stated this fact. Many of these 
letters and articles appeared in the Baha’i Magazine and The Star of the West, an American Baha’i 
publication. Shoghi Effendi was very much aware that he could not sit on the throne of David 
and that ‘Abdu’l-Baha had adopted an individual as his legal son according to the laws of the 
Ottoman Empire. As an adopted son of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, he inherited all the rights and privileges of 
a natural born son. “Abdu’l-Baha gave conferred infallibility unto Shoghi Effendi and grafted his 
adopted son into the Davidic lineage (Aghsan). He explains it in this way using symbols. 


The meaning is that certain personages guided the people with a staff grown out of the earth, 
and shepherded them with a rod, like unto the rod of Moses. Others trained and shepherded 
the people with a rod of iron, as in the dispensation of Muhammad. And in this present cycle, 
because it is the mightiest of Dispensations, that rod grown out of the vegetable kingdom 
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and that rod of iron will be transformed into a rod of purest gold, taken from out the 
endless treasure houses in the Kingdom of the Lord. By this rod will the people be trained.” 


The staff of wood that is grown out of the earth is reproduced by its seed, meaning the 
genealogy of Baha’u’llah, a father to son descendant of King David. The genealogy of the Bab and 
Shoghi Effendi show that they were male descendants of Muhammad and were of the rod of iron. 
“Abdu’l-Baha explained the reason Shoghi Effendi was infallible, being of the lineage of the “Twin 
Holy Trees,” was because his lineage was from both the Bab, a descendant of Muhammad (iron) 
and Baha’ullah, a descendant of King David (wood), making Shoghi Effendi a rod of purest gold. 


Shoghi Effendi’s lineal descendant, (“lineal,” meaning in a straight line, not necessarily a 
genealogical son), therefore, would also need to be a rod of purest gold. 


“... The principle of successorship, endowed with the right of Divine interpretation, is the 
very hub of the Cause into which its Doctrines and Laws fit like the spokes of a wheel - tear 
out the hub [guardianship/Davidic kingship] and you have to throw away the whole thing. 
That is why our enemies, for a hundred years, have failed to establish anything outside the 
Faith which could thrive or prosper.” 


(Ruhiyyih Khanum, 25 Years of the Guardianship, 1948, 23.) 


In the book of Zechariah we read, “behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH” (Zech. 3:8, 
KJV). This BRANCH is the most great Branch, “Abdu’l-Baha, meaning, servant of glory. In his 
Will and Testament he wrote explicit provisions for the continuation of the Davidic kingship 
(guardians) and the future formation of a Universal House of Justice. 


It is incumbent [meaning obligatory] upon the guardian of the Cause of God to appoint in 
his own life-time him that shall become his successor, that differences may not arise after 
his passing (Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Baha, 1944, 12). 


‘“Abdu’l-Baha further explained that if the one appointed did not “inherit the spiritual within 
him (the guardian of the Cause of God) and his glorious lineage not be matched with a goodly character, 
then must he, (the guardian of the Cause of God) choose another branch to succeed him” (ibid.). Because 
Muhammad Ali went against the Covenant, ‘Abdu’l-Baha adopted a son and grafted him into the 
Davidic lineage, appointing his grandson, Shoghi Effendi to delineate the manner in which a 
future Universal House of Justice would be established. ‘Abdu’l-Baha wrote: 


And now, concerning the House of Justice which God hath ordained is the source of all good 
and freed from all error [conferred infallibility], it must be elected by universal suffrage, 
that is, by the believers.... By this House is meant the Universal House of Justice, that is, in 
all countries a secondary House of Justice must be instituted, and these secondary 
Houses of Justice must elect the members of the Universal one.... By this body all the difficult 
problems are to be resolved and the guardian of the Cause of God is its sacred head and 
the distinguished member for life of that body.... This House of Justice enacteth the laws 
and the government enforceth them. The legislative body must reinforce the executive, 
the executive must aid and assist the legislative body so that through the close union 
and harmony of these two forces, the foundation of fairness and justice may become firm 
and strong, that all the regions of the world may become even as Paradise itself (Will and 
Testament, 14,15). 


Shoghi Effendi carried out his incumbent duty, however, his explicit instructions were not 
carried out, and the newly regathered Israel was once again dispersed throughout the world. “In 
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that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the remnant of his people.... He will 
raise an ensign for the nations, and will assemble the outcasts of Israel” (Isa. 11:11,12). The ensign is the 
genealogy of Baha’u’llah back to Jesse, the father of David, as well as to the Branch, “which shall 
grow out of his [Baha’u'llah’s] roots.” It is part of the mission of the return of Jesus the Lamb, high 
priest after the order of Melchizedek to explain the true meaning of the Covenant of Baha’u’llah 
and the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the “scroll written within and on the back.” His 
explanations and commentaries are now gathering the elect, establishing God’s kingdom on 
earth. 

We have the God given right to independently search for truth. God gave us the gift of the 
intellect, the ability to calculate, to reason and combine. We don’t need to blindly accept the words 
of others, for the faith of no man is dependent upon that of another. In this age of the internet and 
social media, we can sit in the privacy of our homes and not fear those who look over our 
shoulders. 

The following article explains in detail the events that transpired after the passing of Shoghi 
Effendi in 1957. The presence of God has been removed from the peoples and nations of the world 
and we are now faced with affliction, hardship, and pain - the tribulation (Matt. 24). Such 
sufferings will continue and then the end will come, the four winds of destruction. Then will the 
glory of God’s kingdom on earth radiate throughout all the peoples and nations living in 
harmony, peace, and justice. 


Then he showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne 
of God [the Davidic kingship] and of the Lamb [the return of Jesus, his explanations, and 
commentaries] through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river 
the tree of life [Covenant] with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month; and 
the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

Revelation 22:1.2 
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What Happened After Shoghi Effendi Died? 


By 


Jo Elizabeth York 
2016 


In the following article are many quotes from an out-of-print book titled “Ministry of the 
Custodians 1957-1963” (MC), published in 1992 by the “Universal House of Justice.” It contains all 
the “messages of the Hands of the Cause, from the passing of the Guardian of the Baha’i Faith, in November 
1957, to the formation of the first Universal House of Justice in 1963” (Preface, xix). 

Early on November 4, 1957, Shoghi Effendi suddenly passed away while traveling in London, 
after contracting the Asiatic flu. On the evening of November 4, Ruhiyyih Khanum, now Shoghi 
Effendi’s widow, called Leroy Ioas, a member of the International Baha’i Council (IBC), and had 
him seal Shoghi Effendi’s office and apartment. By November 15, Ruhiyyih was able to return to 
Haifa. With the utmost attention to detail, along with others, she was able to peruse the “safe where 
sacred documents were preserved, and the logical place where the Will of the beloved Guardian would be 
kept” (from Hands in the Holy Land, “Official Statement,” Nov. 15, 1957, MC, 26). 

According to the Will and Testament of Abdu'l-Baha, the guardian must “appoint in his own life- 
time him that shall become his successor, that differences may not arise after his passing” (12). The reason 
Abdw'l-Baha required the guardian to appoint his successor “in his own lifetime,” rather than 
“after his passing,” for example, in a will, is so “differences may not arise:” 


“For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is 
alive” (Hebrews 9:16). 


Baha'u'llah bequeathed His inheritance to Abdt’l-Baha in a will, and Abdu’1-Baha used a will 
to appoint Shoghi Effendi. However, Abdt’l-Baha made it a requirement in his Will and Testament 
that from the time of Shoghi Effendi on, the guardian must appoint his successor “in his own life- 
time.” This was to avoid differences after the guardian’s passing. Thus, to look for Shoghi 
Effendi’s successor to be appointed in a will is not in accordance with the Will and Testament of 
Abdu’l-Baha. 

In terms of looking for a “personal” successor to Shoghi Effendi, it is true that Shoghi Effendi’s 
successor was not just one individual. Shoghi Effendi never even had a son. How could he 
appoint his son to succeed him? In fact, it would have been against the Will and Testament to 
appoint his son to succeed him. Why? Abdu’l-Baha did not confer infallibility or “unerring 
guidance” on an individual or “personal” successor to Shoghi Effendi. Rather, Abdu’l-Baha 
conferred infallibility on “the guardian of the Cause of God as well as the Universal House of 
Justice (UHJ),” saying they “are both under the care and protection of the Abha Beauty, under the shelter 
and unerring guidance of His Holiness” (Will and Testament, 11). 

Why do you think Shoghi Effendi drove himself to an early death trying to establish the UHJ? 
He did this because he knew according to Abdu’l-Baha’s unerring guidance in his Will and 
Testament that the UHJ had to be his successor, as only a recipient of the “unerring guidance” 
could truly succeed him. Finally, in 1951, after years of working to establish the UHJ “in his own 
life-time,” so he could appoint it as his successor, Shoghi Effendi was infallibly guided by God to 


set up the UHJ in four stages and give it the mission to evolve itself through the various stages. 
This took the pressure off. Therefore, in setting up the International Baha’i Council (IBC) as the 
nascent institution that would progress through four stages and blossom into the UHJ, Shoghi 
Effendi fulfilled the requirements set forth in Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and Testament. He appointed the 
IBC stating it was the “forerunner” to the UHJ. In so doing, he successfully appointed his 
successor “in his own life-time.” 


Shoghi Effendi Appoints His Successor: the four-stage UHJ with the Guardian at its Head 


“Greatly welcome assistance of the newly-formed International Council, particularly its 
President, Mason Remey....” - Shoghi [Cablegram, March 2, 1951] (Messages to the 
Baha’t World, 8). 


“Proclaim National Assemblies of East and West weighty epoch-making decision of formation 
of first International Baha’i Council, forerunner of supreme administrative institution destined 
to emerge in fullness of time within precincts beneath shadow of World Spiritual Center of 
Faith already established in twin cities of Akka and Haifa. 

Fulfillment of prophecies uttered by Founder of Faith and Center of His Covenant culminating 
in establishment of Jewish State, signalizing birth after lapse of two thousand years of an 
independent nation in the Holy Land, the swift unfoldment of historic undertaking associated 
with construction of superstructure of the Bab’s Sepulcher on Mount Carmel, the present 
adequate maturity of nine vigorously functioning national administrative institutions 
throughout Baha’i World, combine to induce me to arrive at this historic decision marking most 
significant milestone in evolution of Administrative Order of the Faith of Baha’u'llah in course 
of last thirty years. Nascent Institution now created is invested with threefold function: first, to 
forge link with authorities of newly emerged State; second, to assist me to discharge 
responsibilities involved in erection of mighty superstructure of the Bab’s Holy Shrine; third, to 
conduct negotiations related to matters of personal status with civil authorities. To these will be 
added further functions in course of evolution of this first embryonic International Institution, 
marking its development into officially recognized Baha't Court, its transformation into duly 
elected body, its efflorescence into Universal House of Justice, and its final fruition through 
erection of manifold auxiliary institutions constituting the World Administrative Center 
destined to arise and function and remain permanently established in close neighborhood of 
Twin Holy Shrines. Hail with thankful, joyous heart at long last the constitution of 
International Council which history will acclaim as the greatest event shedding luster upon 
second epoch of Formative Age of Baha’i Dispensation potentially unsurpassed by any 
enterprise undertaken since inception of Administrative Order of Faith on morrow of Abdu’l- 
Baha's Ascension, ranking second only to glorious immortal events associated with Ministries 
of the Three Central Figures of Faith in course of First Age of most glorious Dispensation of the 
five thousand century Baha'i Cycle. Advise publicize announcement through Public Relations 
Committee.” - Shoghi [Cablegram, January 9, 1951] (Shoghi Effendi, Messages to the 
Baha'i World, 7-8) 


The IBC was the “first-born of his [Shoghi Effendi’s] lineal descendants.” 

Shoghi Effendi said the IBC was “embryonic” and “nascent,” both indicating it was soon to be 
“the first-born of his lineal descendants” (Will and Testament, p. 11). “Lineal” means “in straight 
line,” and “descendant” means “someone or SOMETHING descended.” “Descend” means “to be 
transmitted by inheritance.” Truly, Shoghi Effendi appointed the IBC “in his own life-time,” as 
his successor, and upon his passing, planned for it to be “born,” and to receive its inherited 
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“anerring guidance” as bequeathed upon it by Abdt’1-Baha. Thus, when Shoghi Effendi set up 
the IBC, he meant for it to be the “first-born of his lineal descendants.” 


“He [Shoghi Effendi] is the expounder of the words of God and after him will succeed the 
first-born of his lineal descendants” (Will and Testament, 11). 


To explain, the UHJ, and not an individual infallible successor to Shoghi Effendi would be 
responsible for interpreting the words of God after Shoghi Effendi’s passing. This is borne out in 
other places in the sacred writings. The following writings show that if you don’t have a grasp of 
the interpretation or understand what the meaning of the sacred writings are, you should go to 
these Trustees for the interpretation that they may expound the meaning and unravel the mystery 
of it. 

In the 13th Glad Tidings and the Eighth Ishraq, Baha’u’llah establishes that the “Trustees of 
God” are the people sitting on the UHJ: “God’s House of Justice... [has] been charged with the affairs 
of the people. They, in truth, are the Trustees of God....” 

In Tablets of Baha’u'llah, Baha’u’llah says, “It is incumbent on the Trustees of the Houses of Justice 
to take counsel together regarding those things which have not been outwardly revealed in the Book, and to 
enforce that which is agreeable to them. God will verily inspire them with whatsoever He willeth, and He, 
verily, is the Provider, the Omniscient.” 

What this is talking about here is that this body receives the Divine Guidance, the inspiration 
from God, to come forth with the truth and with justice. Also, in the Kitab-i-Iqan Baha’u’llah says, 
“Those words uttered by the Luminaries of Truth must needs be pondered and should the significance be 
not grasped, enlightenment should be sought from the Trustees of the depositories of Knowledge that these 
may expound their meaning, and unravel their mystery.” 

The Luminaries of Truth are the Manifestations, so this is saying if you don’t understand the 
meaning of a sacred writing, you should go to these Trustees for the interpretation that they may 
expound the meaning and unravel the mystery of it. Thus, it is proven that the “expounder of the 
words of God” after Shoghi Effendi was the four-stage UHJ. After the two individual successors 
to Baha’u’llah: Abdt’1-Baha and Shoghi Effendi, the UHJ has the interpretive authority. Therefore 
the meaning of “he is the expounder of the words of God and after him will succeed the first-born 
of his lineal descendants” becomes clear. Shoghi Effendi’s lineal descendant was the IBC. 

The fact that the UHJ is the expounder of the words of God is also borne out in other places in 
the writings. The following was written by Abdu’l-Baha, translated by Shoghi Effendi, and 
published in Star of the West (Volume 10, Number 13: November 4, 1919, 246), in an article titled 
“Recent Tablets from Abdt’l-Baha to American Baha’is:” 


“The Central House of Justice, likewise, disentangles every complication and whatever it 
prescribes must be accepted and he who transgresses is rejected; but this Universal House of 
Justice, which plays the role of an expounder, has not yet been instituted.” 


Finally, the Will and Testament speaks of this role of the UHJ: 


“It is incumbent upon these members (of the Universal House of Justice) to gather in a 
certain place and deliberate upon all problems which have caused difference, questions that 
are obscure and matters that are not expressly recorded in the Book. Whatsoever they decide 
has the same effect as the Text itself” (Will and Testament, 20). 


The IBC was the “Branch” that Shoghi Effendi chose to succeed him 


In his Will and Testament, Abdt’1-Baha gave Shoghi Effendi the right to “choose” a “branch” 
to succeed him: *...should he [the first-born son of the guardian] not inherit of the spiritual within him... 
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then must he, (the guardian of the Cause of God) choose another branch to succeed him” (Will and 
Testament, 12). 

No natural son was ever born to Shoghi Effendi. However, there is nothing saying the IBC 
didn’t qualify as the “branch” that Shoghi Effendi chose to succeed him. In fact, the IBC was the 
only “branch” that could possibly have inherited the “unerring guidance” of God. Branch 
normally means “son,” but Shoghi Effendi’s “baby,” so-to-speak, was his IBC. It was composed 
of an executive “branch” and a legislative “branch.” 

In additions to this, Shoghi Effendi’s lineal descendant, the IBC, had an adopted “branch” or 
“son” of Abdu’l-Baha’s, as its president. A direct lineal son, grandson, great grandson, and so on, 
of Baha’u’llah, are referred to as an “Aghsan.” Either a natural or adopted son could be a direct 
lineal son. Therefore, someone adopted by Abdu’l-Baha (whose title was the “Most Great 
Branch”) would be referred to as an “Aghsan.” Abdt’l-Baha adopted Mason Remey to be his son 
(see proofs of this later in this article), and Shoghi Effendi appointed Mason Remey to be the 
president of the International Baha’i Council. Therefore, the International Baha’i Council (IBC) 
that was set up to evolve through four stages and develop into the Universal House of Justice, 
was Shoghi Effendi’s successor because it fulfilled every provision of Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and 
Testament that spoke of Shoghi Effendi’s successor. 


The IBC was the “first-born of his lineal descendants” (11); 

It was his choice as the “branch to succeed him” (12); 

It received the “unerring guidance of His Holiness, the Exalted One...” (11); 

It had an Aghsan as its “sacred head and the distinguished member for life of that body” 
(14). 


To get a clearer picture of this, peruse to following quote: 


“The sacred and youthful branch, the Guardian of the Cause of God, as well as the Universal 
House of Justice to be universally elected and established, are both under the care and 
protection of the Abha Beauty, under the shelter and unerring guidance of the Exalted One 
(may my life be offered up for them both). Whatsoever they decide is of God. Whoso obeyeth 
him not, neither obeyeth them, hath not obeyed God; whoso rebelleth against him and against 
them hath rebelled against God; whoso opposeth him hath opposed God; whoso contendeth 
with them hath contended with God; whoso disputeth with him hath disputed with God; 
whoso denieth him hath denied God; whoso disbelieveth in him hath disbelieved in God; 
whoso deviateth, separateth himself and turneth aside from him hath in truth deviated, 
separated himself and turned aside from God. May the wrath, the fierce indignation, the 
vengeance of God rest upon him! The mighty stronghold shall remain impregnable and safe 
through obedience to him who is the Guardian of the Cause of God. It is incumbent upon the 
members of the House of Justice, upon all the Aghsan, the Afnan, the Hands of the Cause of 
God to show their obedience, submissiveness and subordination unto the Guardian of the 
Cause of God, to turn unto him and be lowly before him” (Will and Testament of Abdu'l- 
Baha, 11). 


The above passage from the Will and Testament gives “conferred infallibility” to both Shoghi 
Effendi and the Universal House of Justice (UHJ), but not to an individual successor to Shoghi 
Effendi. The “unerring guidance of His Holiness, the Exalted One” is the same as “conferred 
infallibility.” 
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An Explanation of Conferred Infallibility 


“...[T]hat House of Justice will be under the protection and the unerring guidance of God. If 
that House of Justice shall decide unanimously, or by a majority, upon any question not 
mentioned in the Book, that decision and command will be guarded from mistake. Now the 
members of the House of Justice have not, individually, essential infallibility; but the body of 
the House of Justice is under the protection and unerring guidance of God: this is called 
conferred infallibility” ( Abdt’l1-Baha, Some Answered Questions, 172-173). 


To further clarify what is meant by “conferred infallibility,” it is different from the “Most Great 
Infallibility” of the Manifestation: “He Who is the Dawning-place of God's Cause hath no partner in the 
Most Great Infallibility. He it is Who, in the kingdom of creation, is the Manifestation of “He doeth 
whatsoever He willeth.’ God hath reserved this distinction unto His own Self, and ordained for none a share 
in so sublime and transcendent a station. This is the Decree of God...” (Baha’u’llah, The Kitab-i-Aqdas, 
36-37). 


“Conferred infallibility” in no way gives either Shoghi Effendi or the UHJ the right to “lessen 
the binding effect much less to abrogate the provisions” of Baha’u’llah’s Aqdas. This fact was 
stated in a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to a National Spiritual Assembly in 1935. 


“What has not been formulated in the Aqdas, in addition to matters of detail and of secondary 
importance arising out of the application of the laws already formulated by Baha'u'llah, will 
have to be enacted by the Universal House of Justice. This body can supplement but never 
invalidate or modify in the least degree what has already been formulated by Baha'u'llah. Nor 
has the Guardian any right whatsoever to lessen the binding effect much less to abrogate the 
provisions of so fundamental and sacred a Book” (Baha'u'llah, Kitab-i-Aqdas, Other 
Sections, 4-7). 


The IBC did not have Conferred Infallibility until After Shoghi Effendi’s Death 


In his Will and Testament, Abdt’1-Baha conferred infallibility first upon Shoghi Effendi, and 
then upon the Universal House of Justice. The fact that Shoghi Effendi set up the UHJ in four 
stages in no way lessens the IBC’s right to inherit this conferred infallibility as the entity that was 
the “first-born lineal descendant” of Shoghi Effendi. This inheritance of the “unerring guidance” 
of God was IBC’s “birthright,” meaning it was one of its “rights and privileges to which one is 
entitled by birth.” Shoghi Effendi called his IBC “embryonic” and “nascent” [meaning “in the 
process of being born” ]. 

Shoghi Effendi’s intention was for the IBC to be “born” upon his passing. It was “embryonic” 
during Shoji’s lifetime because to fully activate it would have set up a conflict of authority in the 
faith. God will not allow for a conflict of authority in the faith. 


“There can be no conflict of authority, no duality under any form or circumstances in any 
sphere of Baha’i jurisdiction whether local, national or international” (Shoghi Effendi, 
Directives of the Guardian, 50). 


Other examples of God not allowing for a conflict of authority are the fact that the Bab and 
Baha’‘u'llah never met. The Manifestations are the Presence of God on earth, and the Presence of 
God cannot meet the presence of God, for the Presence of God is One, not two. Also, Moses was 
not allowed to enter the temple He built to house the Presence of God upon His passing. 

Similarly, since Shoghi Effendi had the “unerring guidance of His Holiness, the Exalted One” 
conferred upon him, and the IBC/UHJ had the “unerring guidance of His Holiness, the Exalted 
One” conferred upon it after Shoji’s passing, these two could not operate simultaneously or 
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contemporaneously. The IBC was called “embryonic” and “nascent” because it was not fully 
functioning, or “born” yet. Using cablegrams to disseminate his announcements, Shoghi Effendi 
appointed his successor, the International Baha’i Council, and made Mason Remey its president, 
the “sacred head and the distinguished member for life of that body” (Will and Testament, p. 14). 

Therefore, upon Shoghi Effendi’s passing, the IBC was to step forward as the infallible 
successor to Shoghi Effendi, and the supreme authority in the faith, but it did not. How, in God's 
name, could this have happened? 


Corruption Sneaks In at the Top through Shoghi Effendi’s Widow 


“What an extraordinary situation now obtains, when no one, hearing a claim advanced, asks 
himself what the speaker’s real motive might be, and what selfish purpose he might not have 
hidden behind the mask of words. You find, for example, that an individual seeking to further 
his own petty and personal concerns, will block the advancement of an entire people.... To 
maintain his own leadership, he will everlastingly direct the masses toward that prejudice 
and fanaticism which subvert the very base of civilization. 


“,,.Open your eyes! Pay heed! Release yourselves from this blind following of the bigots, this 
senseless imitation which is the principal reason why men fall away into paths of ignorance 
and degradation” (Abdu’1-Baha, Secret of Divine Civilization, 103-104). 


The reason the IBC members did not step forward and activate the IBC is because the majority 
of its members were also Hands, and the Hands were led astray by Ruhiyyih Khanum, who was 
seeking to further her own aims. 

Ruhiyyih Khanum was jealous of Mason Remey. Mason Remey was the president of the IBC, 
which was to be the successor to Shoghi Effendi. He was the not the personal successor to Shoghi 
Effendi, but he was the president of the IBC. He was obliged to operate within the confines of the 
IBC; and he did not receive, in and of himself, the “unerring guidance of His Holiness, the Exalted 
One.” 

Mason Remey had been Abdu’l-Baha’s and Shoghi Effendi’s right-hand man, so-to-speak. 
When he came around, Ruhiyyih had to take her seat on the left of the guardian, because Mason 
was given the seat on the right. The seat on the right is the seat of honor. The sheep go to the right; 
the goats go to the left. “The people of the left hand sigh and bemoan. The people of the right abide in 
noble habitations: they quaff the Wine that ts life indeed, from the hands of the All-Merciful, and are, verily, 
the blissful” (Baha’u'llah, Proclamation of Baha'u'llah, 100). 

“A further large deposit, invested for safekeeping in Switzerland in both his [Shoghi Effendi’s] and my 
name, I later turned over to the Universal House of Justice after its election [in 1963]” (MC, Introduction, 
11). Whom did she think she was kidding? Obviously, she hoodwinked the entire Baha’i world 
into breaking away from Shoghi Effendi’s plan. To go against Shoghi Effendi is to go against God. 
Let us be clear, Ruhiyyih Khanum went against Shoghi Effendi and God. 

“The Hands of the Faith eagerly... anticipate... the Universal House of Justice, and once 
again a precious source of divine infallibility will return to the earth...” (Conclave 
Message, 1958, MC, 122). 


In addition to having to relinquish the Baha’i world’s accounts in Switzerland to Mason Remey 
and the IBC, admitting to herself that Mason Remey was the executive of the IBC and the IBC 
was the successor to Shoghi Effendi, would mean Ruhiyyih Khanum would have to move out of 
the guardian’s home so Mason Remey could move in. Instead, due to her conniving, manipulative 
actions to persuade the Baha’is to go against Shoghi Effendi’s plans, Ruhiyyih Khanum lived until 
the day she died in Abdu’l-Baha’s home, which was supposed to be occupied by the executive or 
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president of the IBC. She played a dirty, rotten, deceptive trick on the Baha'is and now the whole 
world is going to have to pay for her dirty deeds because mankind has gone against God and 
great catastrophes, “grievous afflictions” will soon ensue. This was foretold in the Holy Mariner 
Prayer by Baha’u’llah. “Study the Tablet of the Holy Mariner that ye may know the truth, and consider 
that the Blessed Beauty hath fully foretold future events. Let them who perceive, take warning!” — 
‘Abdw’1-Baha” 

From the Holy Mariner prayer: “I found not from these idle claimants the breeze of Faithfulness! 
...And she [the handmaiden of the maid of heaven. The maid of heaven is the Holy Spirit] fell upon the dust 
and gave up the spirit. It seemeth she was called and hearkened unto Him that summoned her unto the 
Realm on High. ... Thereupon the maids of heaven... bared their heads, rent their garments asunder, beat 
upon their faces, forgot their joy, shed tears and smote with their hands upon their cheeks, and this is verily 
one of the mysterious grievous afflictions.” 

Furthermore, if Ruhiyyih Khanum admitted the IBC was Shoghi Effendi’s successor, Mason 
Remey would outrank her as the president and presiding officer on the IBC. Prior to Shoghi 
Effendi’s death, Ruhiyyih Khanum held the highest-ranking office on the IBC, that of Shoghi 
Effendi’s “liaison” to the IBC: the liaison officer. After Shoghi Effendi’s death, Mason Remey, the 
president of the IBC, would outrank her because she would no longer be the liaison officer. She 
would just be a regular member. She would hold no office whatsoever on the IBC. Whereas with 
the Custodian Hands, it was the unwritten letter and spirit of the law that Ruhiyyih Khanum was 
the “head” Hand. 

Finally, none of the IBC members would have been allowed to live off the Baha’i fund, but 
there is a provision in the Will and Testament for nine Hands to justify living off the Baha’i fund. I 
use the word “Hands” loosely here, because after Shoghi Effendi’s death, he had no Hands. 
Hands are to be in service to the guardian’s role of having to act as the executive of the Baha’i 
world. Mason Remey would have had the right to appoint new Hands if the Baha’is had not gone 
against Shoghi Effendi’s plans for the IBC to succeed him. According to the Will and Testament, 
up to nine of the guardian’s Hands could be supported by the guardian’s fund, the Huququ’Ilah, 
if they were occupied in full-time service to the guardian. The intent is to have these people help 
the executive carry out the numerous and weighty duties of the office which acts as the 
“executive” and “enforcement” branch of the World Baha’i Commonwealth. According to the 
Will and Testament: “The Hands of the Cause of God must elect from their own number nine persons that 
shall at all times be occupied in the important services in the work of the Guardian of the Cause of God” 
(Will and Testament, 12). 

In denying that the IBC was Shoghi Effendi’s successor, nine of the people that Shoghi Effendi 
had appointed as Hands, including of course Ruhiyyih Khanum, were able to maneuver 
themselves into a position of being able to live off the Baha’i fund. 


“...[T]hose who were chosen to live at the World Centre as Custodians... obviously had to be 
supported as part of the expense of running our International Headquarters” (Preface, MC, 
X1X-XX). 


“The main income of the Hands was from the contributions of the Persian Baha’i 
community.... This monetary aid we estimated at about $100,000 a year...” (Introduction, 
MC, 15) 


Let's see, $100,000 a year, divided between nine Hands... Hmmm, that means each Custodian 
Hand received over $11,000 a year, starting in the year 1957. 
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That was quite a substantial living in those days. Gee whiz, these Hands accorded themselves 
a nice monetary reward for breaking the Covenant! Who was there to monitor these Hands? No 
one! It’s like the line from Jim Carrey in one of his movies: “Somebody stop me!” 

Aside from living off the contributions from the Persian Bahd’is, the Hands lived off of 
contributions from a fellow-Hand: “The munificent [lavish, extremely generous] contributions of our 
fellow-Hand and Custodian Amelia Collins were of great assistance to the Hands; her outstanding 
generosity afforded infinite comfort...” (Introduction, Ministry of the Custodians, 15). 

Shoghi Effendi’s Hands were no longer his Hands after he died. Mason Remey, as the 
executive and head of the IBC/UHJ, should have been afforded the opportunity to appoint new 
Hands. Therefore, it was crucial to the implementation of the Hands’ plan to set themselves up 
as the successors to Shoghi Effendi, that they eliminate the executive branch from the entire Baha’i 
faith. They were then able to live out their days in wonderful pomp and circumstance, parading 
themselves before the Baha’i world as saints. Disgusting! 

To summarize, if Ruhiyyih Khanum would have admitted that the IBC was Shoghi Effendi’s 
successor, she would have lost numerous important things. She would have lost: 


Her highest-ranking position as liaison officer; 

The power she had as Shoghi Effendi’s main assistant; 

The money she was able to secure control of that had been invested in Switzerland; 
The income she was able to secure as a Custodian Hand who lived off the Baha’i fund; 
The house she had, which was supposed to be the home of the executive branch of the 
Baha’i faith. 


Furthermore, she would have lost much of this to a man she was jealous of, namely, Mason 
Remey. So due to jealousy, and to secure her own position, power, money, income, and housing, 
she chose to lead the “Hands” astray and to turn the Baha’i world away from the IBC as the 
successor to Shoghi Effendi, using the pretext that it did not inherit the “conferred infallibility” 
that Abdt’l-Baha conferred upon the UHJ. Furthermore, the fact that the IBC was the UHJ in the 
first of its four stages, and the fact that it was “embryonic,” waiting to be born and take its 
birthright, meant no son of hers would ever be the guardian. So she aborted Shoghi Effendi’s 
“firstborn lineal descendant,” the IBC. 

The Hands then allowed themselves to break the Covenant along with her, by refusing “to 
show their obedience, submissiveness and subordination unto the Guardian of the Cause of God, 
to turn unto him and be lowly before him.” They refused to turn to the successor Shoghi Effendi 
had appointed “during his own life-time:” the IBC. They then had to cover their tracks by 
breaking every provision of the Will and Testament that could possibly be broken. 


Abdu’1-Baha’s Will & Testament Explains the Attributes of the True World Order of 
Baha’u’llah 


In one of the quotes contained below, Shoghi Effendi explains that Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and 
Testament is the Charter for the World Order of Baha’u’llah. If something is not according to that 
Charter, it is not that World Order! Recall the words of Baha’u’llah regarding Abdu’l-Baha: 


“God's Will and Testament enjoins upon the branches, the twigs, and the kinsfolk, one and 
all, to gaze upon the Most Great Branch. Consider what We have revealed in My Book of 
Agdas, to wit: ‘When the sea of My Presence is exhausted and the Book of Origin hath 
reached its end, turn you unto him (‘Abdu ’l-Baha) who is desired by God — He Who is 
issued from this Ancient Root.’” 
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Shoghi Effendi explains that the Will and Testament is as weighty as the Kitab-i-Aqdas, and he 
explains the provisions established in Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and Testament, which are binding upon 
everyone: 


“The Document establishing that Order, the Charter of a future world civilization, which 
may be regarded in some of its features as supplementary to no less weighty a Book than the 
Kitab-i-Aqdas; signed and sealed by Abdu’l-Baha; entirely written with His own hand; its 
first section composed during one of the darkest periods of His incarceration in the prison- 
fortress of Akka, proclaims, categorically and unequivocally, the fundamental beliefs of the 
followers of the Faith of Baha’u'llah; reveals, in unmistakable language, the twofold character 
of the Mission of the Bab; discloses the full station of the Author of the Baha'i Revelation; 
asserts that “all others are servants unto Him and do His bidding”; stresses the importance of 
the Kitab-i-Aqdas; establishes the institution of the Guardianship as a hereditary office and 
outlines its essential functions; provides the measures for the election of the International 
House of Justice, defines its scope and sets forth its relationship to that Institution; prescribes 
the obligations, and emphasizes the responsibilities, of the Hands of the Cause of God; and 
extols the virtues of the indestructible Covenant established by Baha'u'llah. That Document, 
furthermore, lauds the courage and constancy of the supporters of Baha’u'llah’s Covenant” 
(Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, 328). 


Note that Abdu’1-Baha “establishes the institution of the Guardianship as a hereditary office,” 
and “provides the measures for the election of the International House of Justice.” 


The Role of the Hereditary Guardianship as the International Executive is explained 


Following are some quotes that speak of the hereditary executive branch of the World Order 
of Baha’u’1lah, including some of its essential functions: 


“A world executive, backed by an international Force, will carry out the decisions arrived at, 
and apply the laws enacted by, this world legislature, and will safeguard the organic unity of 
the whole commonwealth. A world tribunal will adjudicate and deliver its compulsory and 
final verdict in all and any disputes that may arise between the various elements constituting 
this universal system” (Shoghi Effendi, World Order of Baha’u'llah, 203). 


“Over sixty years ago, in His Tablet to Queen Victoria, Baha'u'llah, addressing ‘the 
concourse of the rulers of the earth,’ revealed the following: “Take ye counsel together, and let 
your concern be only for that which profiteth mankind and bettereth the condition thereof.....’ 


“In a further passage Baha'u'llah adds these words: ‘We see you adding every year unto your 
expenditures and laying the burden thereof on the people whom ye rule; this verily is naught 
but grievous injustice. Fear the sighs and tears of this Wronged One, and burden not your 
peoples beyond that which they can endure.... Be reconciled among yourselves, that ye may 
need armaments no more save in a measure to safeguard your territories and dominions. Be 
united, O concourse of the sovereigns of the world, for thereby will the tempest of discord 

be stilled amongst you and your peoples find rest. Should any one among you take up arms 
against another, rise ye all against him, for this is naught but manifest justice.’ 


“What else could these weighty words signify if they did not point to the inevitable 
curtailment of unfettered national sovereignty as an indispensable preliminary to the 
formation of the future Commonwealth of all the nations of the world? 


Some form of a world super-state must needs be evolved, in whose favor all the nations of the 
world will have willingly ceded every claim to make war, certain rights to impose taxation 
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and all rights to maintain armaments, except for purposes of maintaining internal order 
within their respective dominions. Such a state will have to include within its orbit an 
international executive adequate to enforce supreme and unchallengeable authority on every 
recalcitrant member of the commonwealth; a world parliament whose members shall be 
elected by the people in their respective countries and whose election shall be confirmed by 
their respective governments; and a supreme tribunal whose judgment will have a binding 
effect even in such cases where the parties concerned did not voluntarily agree to submit their 
case to its consideration” (Shoghi Effendi, World Order of Baha'u'llah, 39-41). 


The “measures for the election of the International House of Justice” are explained 


According to Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and Testament, one of the measures for the election of the 
Universal House of Justice is that it is to be “universally elected and established” (11). But first, “in 
all countries a secondary House of Justice must be instituted” (14). It is “to be elected from all countries.” 
Abdw’l-Baha explains what he means by “all countries” in other Tablets: 


“And His plan is this: that the national assemblies of each country and nation - that is to say 
parliaments — should elect two or three persons who are the choicest men of that nation, and 
are well informed concerning international laws and the relations between governments and 
aware of the essential needs of the world of humanity in this day. The number of these 
representatives should be in proportion to the number of inhabitants of that country. The 
election of these souls who are chosen by the national assembly, that is, the parliament, must 
be confirmed by the upper house, the congress and the cabinet and also by the president or 
monarch so these persons may be the elected ones of all the nation and the government. From 
among these people the members of the Supreme Tribunal will be elected, and all mankind 
will thus have a share therein, for every one of these delegates is fully representative of his 
nation. When the Supreme Tribunal gives a ruling on any international question, either 
unanimously or by majority rule, there will no longer be any pretext for the plaintiff or 
ground of objection for the defendant. In case any of the governments or nations, in the 
execution of the irrefutable decision of the Supreme Tribunal, be negligent or dilatory, the 
rest of the nations will rise up against it, because all the governments and nations of the 
world are the supporters of this Supreme Tribunal. Consider what a firm foundation this is! 
But by a limited and restricted League the purpose will not be realized as it ought and should. 
This is the truth about the situation, which has been stated...” ( Abdua’|-Baha: Selections 
from the Writings of “Abdu'l-Baha, 306-307). 


Those who Shoghi Effendi appointed as Hands, Broke the Covenant 


Shoghi Effendi’s “Hands,” who were no longer legitimate Hands as soon as Shoghi Effendi 
passed, had no right whatsoever to “seize the helm of their Faith” (Preface, Ministry of the 
Custodians, p. xix). Why? This was not provided for in Baha’u’llah’s Covenant or in Abdu’l- 
Bahda’s Will and Testament, period. They broke the Covenant. They made up their own plan. They 
went against God. They lead humanity astray. They were wolves that preyed upon the flock of 
true believers. What they did was dastardly, despicable, atrocious, horrible, horrifying, wrong, in 
error, and not in accordance with the Covenant of Baha’u’llah or the Will and Testament of Abdu’l- 
Baha. 

On November 25, 1957, Shoghi Effendi’s bogus Hands published four documents: 1. A 
“Unanimous Proclamation of the 27 Hands of the Cause of God;” 2 & 3. Two documents titled 
“Resolution of the Hands of the Cause of God,” and 4. “Proclamation” from the Hands’ “First 
Conclave.” 
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The “Unanimous Proclamation of the 27 Hands of the Cause of God” eliminated the executive 
branch from the Baha’i faith, and in so doing, completely usurped the entire foundation of justice 
that was the point of Baha’u’llah’s revelation: “The legislative body must reinforce the executive, the 
executive must aid and assist the legislative body so that through the close union and harmony of these two 
forces, the foundation of fairness and justice may become firm and strong, that all the regions of the world 
may become even as Paradise itself.” 

Following are excerpts from the “Unanimous Proclamation of the 27 Hands of the Cause of 
God.” In it, the Hands (who were no longer Hands at all, since Shoghi was dead) broke the 
Covenant by assigning themselves “all such functions, rights and powers in succession to the 
Guardian of the Baha’i Faith, His Eminence the last Shoghi Effendi Rabbani....” 


“We the undersigned... in our capacity as Hands of the Cause of God... do Hereby 
Unanimously Resolve and Proclaim As Follows: 


“Whereas The Guardian of the Baha’i Faith, His Eminence the late Shoghi Effendi 
Rabbani, passed away in London (England) on the 4th of November, 1957, without 
having appointed his successor [hmmm, what about the IBC?]; 


“And Whereas it is now fallen upon us as Chief Stewards of the Baha’i World Faith to 
preserve the UNITY, the security, and the development of the Baha’i World Community 
and all its institutions; 


“And Whereas in accordance with the Will and Testament of Abdu’l-Baha ‘the Hands 
of the Cause of God must elect from their own number nine persons that shall at all 


times be occupied in the important services in the work of the Guardian of the Cause of 
God,’ 


“We nominate and appoint from our own number to act on our behalf as the 
Custodians of the Baha’i World Faith... [Nine names follow, with Ruhiyyih Khanum, 
Shoghi Effendi’s widow, at the top of the list]. 


“...to exercise... all such functions, rights and powers in succession to the Guardian 
of the Baha’i Faith, His Eminence the last Shoghi Effendi Rabbani... until such time as 
the Universal House of Justice... may otherwise determine.” 


Thus in the above Proclamation printed on pp. 28-31 of Ministry of the Custodians, the Hands 
declared that: 

Shoghi Effendi had broken the Covenant by neglecting to appoint a successor “in his own 
life-time” as was “incumbent” upon him according to Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and Testament; 

The successor Shoghi Effendi did appoint in accordance with the provisions of Abdu’l-Baha’s 
Will and Testament, the International Bahda’i Council, was not really his successor; 
The Hands were therefore, without any proof whatsoever from Abdt’l-Baha or Baha’u’llah, the 
successor to Shoghi Effendi. 

Thus it was that the Hands took over all the “functions, rights and powers” that should have 
gone to Shoghi Effendi’s true successor, the IBC. In one fell swoop, these Hands eliminated both 
the executive and legislative branches of the Baha’i World Commonwealth, both of which had 
been promised to be everlasting according to numerous everlasting Covenants of God, not the 
least of which was the Covenant of the everlasting Father, Baha’u’llah. The believers then 
followed these Hands into the black pit of error! 
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Baha'u'llah Foretold that an Oppression would Enter the Baha'i Faith 


This “darkness of the night of error,” which is the “essential feature of every Revelation,” was 
prophesied by Baha’u’llah: 


“As to the words - ‘Immediately after the oppression of those days’ — they refer to the time 
when men shall become oppressed and afflicted, the time when the lingering traces of the Sun 
of Truth and the fruit of the Tree of knowledge and wisdom will have vanished from the midst 
of men, when the reins of mankind will have fallen into the grasp of the foolish and ignorant, 
when the portals of divine unity and understanding - the essential and highest purpose in 
creation — will have been closed, when certain knowledge will have given way to idle fancy, 
and corruption will have usurped the station of righteousness. Such a condition as this is 
witnessed in this day when the reins of every community have fallen into the grasp of foolish 
leaders, who lead after their own whims and desire. On their tongue the mention of God hath 
become an empty name; in their midst His holy Word a dead letter.... 


“Their hearts seem not to be inclined to knowledge and the door thereof, neither think they 
of its manifestations, inasmuch as in idle fancy they have found the door that leadeth unto 
earthly riches, whereas in the manifestation of the Revealer of knowledge they find naught but 
the call to self-sacrifice. They therefore naturally hold fast unto the former, and flee from the 
latter. Though they recognize in their hearts the Law of God to be one and the same, yet from 
every direction they issue a new command, and in every season proclaim a fresh decree. No 
two are found to agree on one and the same law, for they seek no God but their own desire, 
and tread no path but the path of error. In leadership, they have recognized the ultimate object 
of their endeavour, and account pride and haughtiness as the highest attainments of their 
heart's desire. They have placed their sordid machinations above the divine decree, have 
renounced resignation unto the will of God, busied themselves with selfish calculation, and 
walked in the way of the hypocrite. With all their power and strength, they strive to secure 
themselves in their petty pursuits, fearful lest the least discredit undermine their authority or 
blemish the display of their magnificence. Were the eye to be anointed and illumined with the 
collyrium of the knowledge of God, it would surely discover that a number of voracious beasts 
have gathered and preyed upon the carrion of the souls of men. 


“What ‘oppression’ is greater than that which hath been recounted? What ‘oppression’ is 
more grievous than that a soul seeking the truth, and wishing to attain unto the knowledge of 
God, should know not where to go for it and from whom to seek it? For opinions have sorely 
differed, and the ways unto the attainment of God have multiplied. This ‘oppression’ is the 
ESSENTIAL FEATURE OF EVERY REVELATION. Unless it cometh to pass, the Sun of 
Truth will not be made manifest. For the break of the morn of divine guidance must needs 
follow the darkness of the night of error. For this reason, in all chronicles and traditions 
reference hath been made unto these things, namely that iniquity shall cover the surface of the 
earth and darkness shall envelop mankind...by ‘oppression’ is meant the want of capacity to 
acquire spiritual knowledge and apprehend the Word of God. By it is meant that when the 
Day-star of Truth hath set, and the mirrors that reflect His light have departed, mankind will 
become afflicted with “oppression” and hardship, knowing not whither to turn for guidance” 
(Baha'u'llah, The Kitab-i-Iqan, 29-32). 


The Hands who broke the Covenant were Bogus, But the Baha'is Didn’t Protest 


Again, the “Hands” who executed this coup were not even legitimately Hands anymore! Upon 
Shoghi’s death, the next executive had the right to choose new Hands. When the executive or 
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president appoints an assistant, a “Hand,” this Hand is supposed to operate in complete 
obedience to the instructions of the executive or president. 


“It is incumbent upon... the Hands of the Cause of God to show their obedience, 
submissiveness and subordination unto the Guardian of the Cause of God, to turn unto him 
and be lowly before him. He that opposeth him hath opposed the True One, will make a breach 
in the Cause of God, will subvert His Word and will become a manifestation of the Center of 
Sedition. Beware, beware, lest the days after the ascension (of Baha'u'llah) be repeated when 
the Center of Sedition waxed haughty and rebellious and with Divine Unity for his excuse 
deprived himself and perturbed and poisoned others. No doubt every vainglorious one that 
purposeth dissension and discord will not openly declare his evil purposes, nay rather, even 
as impure gold, will he seize upon divers measures and various pretexts that he may separate 
the gathering of the people of Baha. My object is to show that the Hands of the Cause of God 
must be ever watchful and so soon as they find anyone beginning to oppose and protest 
against the Guardian of the Cause of God, cast him out from the congregation of the people of 
Baha and in no wise accept any excuse from him. How often hath grievous error been 
disguised in the garb of truth, that it might sow the seeds of doubt in the hearts of men!” 
(Will and Testament, 11-12) 


“The Hands of the Cause of God must be nominated and appointed by the Guardian of the 
Cause of God. All must be under his shadow and obey his command. Should any, within or 
without the company of the Hands of the Cause of God disobey and seek division, the wrath of 
God and His vengeance will be upon him, for he will have caused a breach in the true Faith of 
God.... 


“This body of the Hands of the Cause of God is under the direction of the Guardian of the 
Cause of God.... To disregard, though it be for a moment, this absolute command, which is 
binding upon everyone, is in no wise permitted...” (Will and Testament, 12-13). 


Abdw’l-Baha makes it indisputably clear that the “Hands” are to obey the “head,” which is the 
guardian. Once the head has passed into the next realm, there is no one to be obedient to, so the 
Hands can no longer function as Hands. They are meant to retire and allow the next executive to 
choose his own Hands. Therefore, these “Hands” that broke the Covenant were bogus [someone 
who pretends to be what he’s not]. 

Furthermore, all this took place without the remotest ripple of protest from the believers! Not 
one person stood up to question the Hands’ doings, when they claimed they “found themselves 
called upon to seize the helm of their Faith” (Preface, MC, xix). Obviously, these believers were not 
firm in the Covenant! They were not educated! “...Open your eyes! Pay heed! Release yourselves from 
this blind following of the bigots, this senseless imitation which is the principal reason why men fall away 
into paths of ignorance and degradation” (Abdt’1-Baha, Secret of Divine Civilization, 103-104). 

In spite of the fact that there was no protest from the believers directly after Shoghi Effendi’s 
death, most people, including Ruhiyyih Khanum, had been well aware that Shoghi Effendi had 
set up the IBC as his successor. 

For example, in 1958, the “Israeli Year Book,” an encyclopedia of Israeli history published 
yearly, listed the IBC as the head of the Baha’i Faith, with Mason Remey as its president. In 1959, 
this had been changed so the Custodian Hands were listed as the head of the Baha’i Faith. 

As well, people from all over the world wrote to the IBC, and not to the Hands, to express their 
condolences for Shoghi Effendi’s death. “Messages of condolence continue to arrive at the International 
Baha’t Council from all parts of the world, from government heads, educators and people from all walks of 
life” (MC, 27). 
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The Hands put a stop to this practice right away. In a letter to the Baha’i Friends dated 
December 2, 1957 they stated: “P.S. All correspondence should be addressed from now on to “Ihe Baha’i 
Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land, P.O. Box 155, Haifa, Israel.’ Cable address HANDSFAITH HAIFA” 
(Ministry of the Custodians, 1957-1963, 41). 


The Hands Usurp the Powers of the IBC in their “Proclamation” from their First Conclave 


Again, on November 25, 1957, the Hands published their “Proclamation” from their “First 
Conclave.” A conclave is a “private or secret meeting.” There were six secret conclaves held, one 
each in 57, 58, ’59, ‘60, ’61 and ’62. 

Obviously, these conclaves were all about getting at the truth, and using proofs to do it... NOT! 
If these Hands were just, they would have used proofs to validate their stance on the issues. After 
all, Baha’u’llah spoke of the use of proof in high and lofty terms: “Through this Cause the day-star 
of testimony hath dawned, and the luminary of PROOF hath shed its radiance upon all that dwell on earth” 
(Baha’u'llah, The Kitab-i-Agdas, 80). 

The Hands went into these conclaves without proof. They were not interested in proof during 
the conclaves. And they came out of the conclaves without proof. 

They admit they went into the conclaves with no proof: “...we were faced with problems of 
inconceivable magnitude. How to assume the reins of authority, with no document to support us, 
other than general theological statements about the Hands?” (Ministry of the Custodians, 9, emphasis 
mine) 

So, rather than ask themselves how the sacred decree of God was fulfilled in Shoghi Effendi’s 
plans, these Hands went into their conclaves with this attitude: “It is foolish to ask questions of 
history; it is even more foolish to ask questions of the Almighty” (Preface, Ministry of the Custodians, 
xxi). 

The Hands were not interested in proof during the conclaves. If they were, they would not 
have pulled the following stunt to conceal their doings. At the first conclave, “a policy was 
established that no notes of individual Hands would be taken out of that hall, but would be gathered and 
burned at the end of the day by one of the Hands.... Any carelessness, any gossip or speculation... could 
have divided the Hands from each other and split the Baha’t Faith” (Ministry of the Custodians, 
Introduction, 10). 

Finally, the Hands put forth no proof whatsoever from the Will and Testament to substantiate 
their claim to be the successor to Shoghi Effendi. They burned their notes and made it an 
anathema [the gravest ecclesiastical censure... involves total expulsion... excommunication] to 
deviate from the dogma they contrived during these conclaves. 

To return to our subject, on November 25, 1957, the Hands published their “Proclamation” 
from their “First Conclave.” In it they stated: 


“It was likewise certified that the beloved Guardian had left no heir. ... Meanwhile the entire 
body of the Hands, assembled by the nine Hands of the World Centre, will decide when and 
how the International Baha’i Council is to evolve through the successive stages outlined by 
the Guardian, culminating in the call to election of the Universal House of Justice by the 
membership of all National Spiritual Assemblies. When that divinely ordained Body comes 
into existence, all the conditions of the Faith can be examined anew and the measures 
necessary for its future operation determined in consultation with the Hands of the Cause.” 


Later, when the Hands republished the statement above, they added: “This includes the subject 
of the Guardianship” (Ministry of the Custodians, 169). 
I'd like to make two basic points about the above quote. 
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(1) The IBC was a living organism prior to the passing of Shoghi Effendi. It was a living organism 
in embryo. In carefully choosing the terms to describe the IBC, it is intrinsic in Shoghi Effendi’s 
statements that he had given the IBC, and NOT THE HANDS the responsibility of deciding how 
and when the IBC is to EVOLVE. The “Nascent,” “embryonic,” “evolution,” “development,” 
“transformation,” “efflorescence,” and “fruition.” Following is what Shoghi Effendi published to 
the entire Baha’i World in a cablegram: 


“Nascent [meaning in the process of being born] Institution now created is invested with 
threefold function... To these will be added further functions in course of evolution of this 
first embryonic International Institution, marking its development into officially 
recognized Bahd’t Court, its transformation into duly elected body, its efflorescence into 
Universal House of Justice, and its final fruition through erection of manifold auxiliary 
institutions constituting the World Administrative Center destined to arise and function and 
remain permanently established in close neighborhood of Twin Holy Shrines....” - Shoghi 
[Cablegram, January 9, 1951] (Shoghi Effendi, Messages to the Baha’i World, 7-8, 
emphasis mine) 


In any EMBRYO, the plan for its own EVOLUTION is latent within it. This fact is explained 
by Abdw’1-Baha: 


“All beings, whether large or small, were created perfect and complete from the first, but their 
perfections appear in them by degrees. The organization of God is one; the evolution of 
existence is one; the divine system is one. Whether they be small or great beings, all are 
subject to one law and system. Each seed has in it from the first all the vegetable perfections. 
For example, in the seed all the vegetable perfections exist from the beginning, but not visibly; 
afterward little by little they appear. Therefore, it is first the shoot which appears from the 
seed, then the branches, leaves, blossoms and fruits; but from the beginning of its existence all 
these things are in the seed, potentially, though not apparently. 


“In the same way, the EMBRYO POSSESSES FROM THE FIRST all perfections, such as 
the spirit, the mind, the sight, the smell, the taste - in one word, all the powers — but they are 
not visible and become so only by degrees.... For the supreme organization of God, and the 
universal natural system, surround all beings, and ALL ARE SUBJECT TO THIS RULE” 
(Abdwt’l-Baha, Some Answered Questions, 199). 


Again, the Hands stated that they, and not the IBC, “will decide when and how the 
International Baha’i Council is to evolve through the successive stages outlined by the Guardian.” 
In stating this, the Hands usurped some of the primary functions, powers, and responsibilities 
that Shoghi Effendi had assigned to the IBC. 


(2) The next statement made by the Hands in their Proclamation that I take issue with is the 
following: “...culminating in the call to election of the Universal House of Justice by the membership of 
all National Spiritual Assemblies.” Abdt’l-Baha planned for the Universal House of Justice to be 
elected by secondary Houses of Justice, not National Spiritual Assemblies, as the Hands stated 
above. According to Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and Testament, p. 14: “And now, concerning the House of 
Justice which God hath ordained as the source of all good and freed from all error, it must be elected by 
universal suffrage, that is, by the believers... By this House is meant the Universal House of Justice, that 
is, in all countries a secondary House of Justice must be instituted, and these secondary Houses of Justice 
must elect the members of the Universal one.” 
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What is the difference between a secondary House of Justice and a National Spiritual 
Assembly (NSA)? Shoghi Effendi explains that the National Spiritual Assemblies must evolve 
until they “acquire the weight” that will enable them to “approach their sacred task, and provide 
the spiritual basis for the constitution of so august a body.” This “august body” is the third stage 
of Shoghi Effendi’s four-stage UHJ: the “duly elected body.” Shoghi Effendi said the National 
Spiritual Assemblies must: ”...add to their present functions those powers, duties, and prerogatives 
necessitated by the recognition of the Faith of Baha'u'llah, not merely as one of the recognized religious 
systems of the world, but as the State Religion of an independent and Sovereign Power.” 


“Regarding the establishment of “National Assemblies,’ it is of vital importance that in every 
country, where the conditions are favorable and the number of the friends has grown and 
reached a considerable size... a ‘National Spiritual Assembly’ be immediately established, 
representative of the friends throughout that country. 


“It serves also another purpose..., as in the course of time it shall evolve into the National 
House of Justice (referred to in Abdu’l-Bahda’s Will as the ‘secondary House of 
Justice’)” (Shoghi Effendi, Baha’? Administration, 39). 


“For reasons which are not difficult to discover, it has been found advisable to bestow upon 
the elected representatives of Baha’i communities throughout the world the temporary 
appellation of Spiritual Assemblies, a term which, as the position and aims of the Baha’t Faith 
are better understood and more fully recognized, will gradually be superseded by the 
permanent and more appropriate designation of House of Justice. Not only will the present- 
day Spiritual Assemblies be styled differently in future, but they will be enabled also to add to 
their present functions those powers, duties, and prerogatives necessitated by the recognition 
of the Faith of Baha'u'llah, not merely as one of the recognized religious systems of the world, 
but as the State Religion of an independent and Sovereign Power. ... not until they have 
acquired the weight and the experience that will enable them to function vigorously in the 
organic life of the Cause, can they approach their sacred task, and provide the spiritual basis 
for the constitution of so august a body in the Baha’t world” (Shoghi Effendi, World Order 
of Baha'u'llah, 6-7). 


Therefore, the difference between a National Spiritual Assembly and a secondary or National 
House of Justice is that the National Houses of Justice will have powers, duties, and prerogatives 
of a religious court within a Sovereign Power wherein the Baha'i Faith is the State Religion. This 
is not the plan that the Hands executed. This is a far cry from what they did. 

The fact that Baha’u’lla4h, Abdu’l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi planned for the Baha’i World 
Commonwealth to be at a much more evolved stage of evolution prior to the election of the third 
stage of the UHJ, titled the “duly elected body,” or the “world tribunal” is proven by other quotes 
as well. This duly elected body is designed to begin ruling on disputes between its member 
nations. In order to rule on disputes between nations, this means the governments of the nation’s 
themselves must be involved in sending the representatives to this “duly elected body:” 


“...the institution of a world tribunal for the adjudication of disputes between nations” 
(Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, 281). 


“In His Epistles He asked the parliaments of the world to send their wisest and best men to 
an international world conference which should decide all questions between the peoples and 
establish universal peace. This would be the highest court of appeal, and the parliament of 
man so long dreamed of by poets and idealists would be realized. Its accomplishment would 
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be more far-reaching than the Hague tribunal” (Abdu’l-Baha, Promulgation of Universal 
Peace, 389). 


“...[A] world parliament whose members shall be elected by the people in their respective 
countries and whose election shall be confirmed by their respective governments...” (World 
Order of Baha'u'llah, 41). 


“It is necessary that the nations and governments organize an international tribunal to 
which all their disputes and differences shall be referred” ( Abdt’1-Baha, Promulgation of 
Universal Peace, 301). 


“He exhorted them to peace and international agreement, making it incumbent upon them to 
establish a board of international arbitration — that from all nations and governments of the 
world there should be delegates selected for a congress of nations which should constitute a 
universal arbitral court of justice to settle international disputes” ( Abdu’l-Baha, 
Promulgation of Universal Peace, 203). 


“It is necessary that the nations and governments organize an international tribunal to 
which all their disputes and differences shall be referred...” ( Abdt’l-Baha, Promulgation of 
Universal Peace, 301). 


“Once the Parliament of Man is established and its constituent parts organized, the 
governments of the world having entered into a covenant of eternal friendship will have no 
need of keeping large standing armies and navies” ( Abdu’1-Baha, Universal Peace, 172). 


Once the first duly elected body includes charter members from nations and governments, 
then this body can evolve to include “all the governments” from “every nation,” as has been 
foretold: 


“For example, the question of universal peace, about which Baha'u'llah says that the Supreme 
Tribunal must be established: although the League of Nations has been brought into 
existence, yet it is incapable of establishing universal peace. However, the Supreme Tribunal, 
which Baha'u'llah has described, will fulfill this sacred task with the utmost might and 
power. And His plan is this: that the national assemblies of each country and nation — that is 
to say parliaments — should elect two or three persons who are the choicest men of that 
nation, and are well informed concerning international laws and the relations between 
governments and aware of the essential needs of the world of humanity in this day. The 
number of these representatives should be in proportion to the number of inhabitants of that 
country. The election of these souls who are chosen by the national assembly, that is, the 
parliament, must be confirmed by the upper house, the congress and the cabinet and also by 
the president or monarch so these persons may be the elected ones of all the nation and the 
government. From among these people, the members of the Supreme Tribunal will be elected, 
and all mankind will thus have a share therein, for every one of these delegates is fully 
representative of his nation. When the Supreme Tribunal gives a ruling on any international 
question, either unanimously or by majority rule, there will no longer be any pretext for the 
plaintiff or ground of objection for the defendant. In case any of the governments or nations, 
in the execution of the irrefutable decision of the Supreme Tribunal, be negligent or dilatory, 
the rest of the nations will rise up against it, because all the governments and nations of the 
world are the supporters of this Supreme Tribunal. Consider what a firm foundation this is! 
But by a limited and restricted League the purpose will not be realized as it ought and should. 
This is the truth about the situation, which has been stated...” (Abdt’l-Baha, Selections 
from the Writings of “Abdu'l-Baha, 306-307). 
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“Should differences arise, they shall be amicably and conclusively settled by the Supreme Tribunal, 
that shall include members from all the governments and peoples of the world” (Abdu’l-Baha, 
Will and Testament, 13). 


“A Supreme Tribunal shall be elected by the peoples and Governments of every nation, where 
members from each country and Government shall assemble in unity” (Abdt’l-Baha, Paris Talks, 
132). 


“A Supreme Tribunal shall be established by the peoples and Governments of every nation, 
composed of members elected from each country and Government.” (Abdu’1-Baha, Paris Talks, 
155) 


“Disarmament is surely coming, but it must come, and it will come, by the universal consent of the 
civilized nations of the earth. By international agreement they will lay down their arms and the 
great era of peace will be ushered in. In this and no other way can peace be established upon the 
earth” (Extracts from interview with newspaper reporter, quoted in “Abdu’l-Baha in Canada” — 
Thornhill: Baha’i Canada Publications, 1987, pp. 34-35; Abdt’l-Baha, Universal Peace, 171- 
172). 


Also, the nations who send elected representatives to this duly elected body, will have evolved 
to the point where the entire nation can confirm the representative. This warrants a “blending of 
church and state.” 


“He has ordained and established the House of Justice, which is endowed with a political as 
well as a religious function, the consummate union and blending of church and state” 
(Abdw’l-Baha, Promulgation of Universal Peace, 455). 


Shoghi Effendi also elaborates on an epistle written by Baha’u’llah, saying it refers to the 
“curtailment of unfettered national sovereignty as an indispensable preliminary to the formation of the 
future Commonwealth of all the nations of the world... Some form of a world super-state must needs be 
evolved... such indeed, appears, in its broadest outline, the Order anticipated by Baha'u'llah, an Order that 
shall come to be regarded as the fairest fruit of a slowly maturing age” (Shoghi Effendi, World Order of 
Baha'u'llah, 40-41). 


(3) In the “Proclamation” of the “First Conclave” the Hands decided: *...the entire body of the 
Hands... will decide when and how the International Baha’i Council is to evolve through the successive 
stages outlined by the Guardian.” Here, they forgot the word “whether:” The Hands would decide 
when, how and whether the IBC is to evolve through the successive stages outlined by the 
Guardian. The reason I say this is because the Hands completely eliminated the second stage 
outlined by the Guardian, that of the “officially recognized Baha'i Court.” Their excuse for not 
doing this stage was: “We wish to assure the believers that every effort will be made to establish a Baha’t 
Court in the Holy Land prior to the date for this election [the election of the “Hands” version of the IBC 
and UH]]. We should bear in mind that the Guardian himself clearly indicated this goal, due to the strong 
trend towards the secularization of Religious Courts in this part of the world, might not be achieved” 
(Conclave Message, 1959, pp. 166-170). This was the only excuse they gave for skipping stage #2 
of Shoghi Effendi’s four-stage plan for the Universal House of Justice. 


The Question of the Guardianship 


The Hands disagreed continuously about the question of the continuation of the guardianship: 
“there was one agonizing issue we could not agree on. Year after year we could come to no conclusion about 
whether the Guardianship was closed for the period of this Faith” (Introduction, MC, 16). 
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What? God never gave the “Hands” any right to discontinue the guardianship! Also, when the 
Bahd’is are attempting to discern God’s purpose and will, free-flowing discussion amongst the 
believers is the order of the day, as instructed by Shoghi Effendi: 


“Let it be made clear to every inquiring reader that among the most outstanding and sacred 
duties incumbent upon those who have been called upon to initiate, direct and coordinate the 
affairs of the Cause, are those that require them to win by every means in their power the 
confidence and affection of those whom it is their privilege to serve. Theirs is the duty to 
investigate and acquaint themselves with the considered views, the prevailing 
sentiments, the personal convictions of those whose welfare it is their solemn obligation to 
promote. Theirs is the duty to purge once for all their deliberations and the general 
conduct of their affairs from that air of self-contained aloofness, from the suspicion 
of secrecy, the stifling atmosphere of dictatorial assertiveness, in short, from every 
word and deed that might savor of partiality, self-centeredness and prejudice. Theirs 
is the duty, while retaining the sacred and exclusive right of final decision in their hands, to 
invite discussion, provide information, ventilate grievances, welcome advice from 
even the most humble and insignificant members of the Baha'i family, expose their 
motives, set forth their plans, justify their actions, revise if necessary their verdict, 
foster the sense of interdependence and co-partnership, of understanding and mutual 
confidence between them on one hand and all local Assemblies and individual 
believers on the other” (Shoghi Effendi, Baha’t Administration, 143-144, emphasis 
mine). 


The opposite of the above-stated admonitions would be for the leaders of the faith to oppress 
the believers by pressuring them into accepting dogmatic statements that are not backed up by 
proof from the Word of God, and then instructing them to refrain from discussing the subject: 


“[By] ‘oppression’ (which literally meaneth pressure)... is meant the want of capacity to 
acquire spiritual knowledge and apprehend the Word of God” (Baha'u'llah, The Kitab-i- 
Igan, 32). 


This is exactly what the Hands did concerning the issue of the guardianship: they oppressed 
the believers. 

Prior to Mason Remey proclaiming that he was the next guardian, he had gone along with the 
Hands’ plans, trusting them at their word that they would not deviate from Shoghi Effendi’s 
plans: 

“The Hands of the Cause [are] determined to carry out every aspect of the Guardian's 
expressed wishes and hopes...” (Proclamation, First Conclave, Ministry of the Custodians, 
36). 


But in the Hands’ “Conclave Message” of 1959, the Hands made their intentions clear. In spite 
of the fact that Shoghi Effendi intended for the IBC to determine its own evolution through its 
four stages, on November 4, 1959 the Hands decided: 


“We are also happy to announce that another milestone in Baha’i history will be reached with 
the election of the International Baha’i Council during Ridvan, 1961. The embryonic 
institution established and so highly extolled by the beloved Guardian will thus enter its final 
stage preceding the election of the Universal House of Justice.... This International Baha’t 
Council is to work under the direction and supervision of the Hands of the Cause residing in 
the Holy Land.... Two of the functions originally allotted to the Council by the beloved 
Guardian, namely, to forge links with authorities of the State in which the World Centre is 
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situation, and to conduct negotiations related to matters of personal status with civil 
authorities will still be discharged, and to them are added the following: To assist the Hands 
of the Cause in the care of the properties at the World Centre, and in the establishment of the 
Universal House of Justice; and in any other functions which the Hands may assign from 
time to time” (MC, 168). 


This was all a take-off from Shoghi Effendi’s original plans for the IBC, except the Hands were 
taking the role that Shoghi Effendi said the IBC would take. Shoghi Effendi’s instructions were: 


“Nascent Institution now created is invested with threefold function: first, to forge link with 
authorities of newly emerged State; second, to assist me to discharge responsibilities involved 
in erection of mighty superstructure of the Bab’s Holy Shrine; third, to conduct negotiations 
related to matters of personal status with civil authorities. To these will be added further 
functions in course of evolution of this first embryonic International Institution, marking its 
development into officially recognized Baha’t Court, its transformation into duly elected 
body, its efflorescence into Universal House of Justice...” - Shoghi [Cablegram, January 9, 
1951] (Messages to the Baha’t World, 7-8). 


Therefore, at this point it was indubitably clear that the Hands did not intend for their version 
of the IBC to have any sort of executive, no “sacred head” that had been planned by God... no 
“distinguished member for life of that body” (Will and Testament, p. 14). It was now a bona fide 
fact that the Hands had no intention of carrying out Shoghi Effendi’s plans for the establishment 
of the UHJ. They had no intention of allowing the IBC to evolve and develop with both its 
legislative and executive branches intact, as Abdu’1-Baha had delineated in his Will and Testament, 
p15: 


“The legislative body must reinforce the executive, the executive must aid and assist the 
legislative body so that through the close union and harmony of these two forces, the 
foundation of fairness and justice may become firm and strong, that all the regions of the 
world may become even as Paradise itself.” 


The “Hands” paid lip service to the possibility that the guardianship could still exist when 
they once again reiterated the hype from their Proclamation [Hype: intentional excess verging on 
deception that creates popular enthusiasm]. 


“We feel it is necessary to recall the words in the Proclamation we sent out after the passing 
of the beloved Guardian: ‘When that divinely-ordained Body comes into existence, all the 
conditions of the Faith can be examined anew and the measures necessary for its future 
operation determined in consultation with the Hands of the Cause.’ This includes the subject 
of the Guardianship” (Conclave Message, 1959, MC, 169). 


The Hands thus continued with their intentions to deprive the Baha’i world of God’s plans 
and Shoghi Effendi’s plans for the hereditary guardianship. Therefore, Mason Remey, who held 
the position as the president, and thus the “sacred head” and “distinguished member for life of 
that body” [meaning for as long as the Universal House of Justice exists], had no choice but to 
break away from the Hands. 

Mason Remey was not the infallible successor to Shoghi Effendi. However, he was the 
president of the IBC that Shoghi Effendi set up, and had the Hands been firm in the Covenant, 
and had they followed Shoghi Effendi’s plans to have the IBC to take its place at the helm of the 
faith instead of the “Hands” seizing the helm themselves, this fact would have been evident that 
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Mason Remey’s position as president of the IBC was in no way equal to the “unique” station of 
Shoghi Effendi. 

Instead of upholding Shoghi Effendi’s successor, the IBC, the “Hands” seized the helm of the 
faith for their own personal power and aggrandizement. They made the question of the 
continuation of the guardianship hush-hush from the get-go, and subtly threatened expulsion for 
Covenant-breaking if anyone in the Baha’i world speculated about it. The believers were ordered 
to “desist [to cease] from all further speculation” about it. Following is the Hands’ “Statement 
regarding the Guardianship,” dated June 12, 1958: 


“sr 


Shoghi Effendi appointed no successor...” 


Excuse the interruption to this quote, but this is not true! Moreover, Ruhiyyih Khanum knew 
it! She even wrote a book wherein she proves she knew it. This book is no longer available in 
print, but it is available digitally at the following link: http://bahairesearch.com/. It is no longer 
printed because it shows how clearly Ruhiyyih Khanum understood Shoghi Effendi’s intentions 
when he set up his IBC: “Further functions would be added as this first ‘embryonic International 
Institution’ developed into an officially recognized Baha'i Court, was transformed into a elected body and 
reached its final efflorescence in the Universal House of Justice” (The Guardian of the Baha’i Faith, 
Ruhiyyih Khanum, 109-110, emphasis mine). 

To continue the quote: “Shoghi Effendi appointed no successor. The friends must dismiss all hopeful 
expectation that a will appointing a second Guardian may later be found. We call upon all the believers, for 
the sake of preserving the unity of our beloved Faith... to concentrate on the thoughts expressed in the 
Proclamation, and to desist [to cease] from all further speculation on the future developments of the 
institutions of the Faith” (MC, 100-102, emphasis mine). 

The idea of “preserving the unity” is a pretext [Pretext: a reason given in justification of a 
course of action that is not the real reason; excuse, false excuse, ostensible reason, alleged 
reason; “the rebels had the perfect pretext for making their move.” ] 

Advancing a pretext is forbidden in the Will and Testament: “Beware lest anyone falsely 
interpret these words, and like unto them that have broken the Covenant after the Day of Ascension (of 
Baha'u'llah) advance a pretext, raise the standard of revolt, wax stubborn and open wide the door of false 
interpretation. To none is given the right to put forth his own opinion or express his particular conviction. 
All must seek guidance and turn unto the Center of the Cause and the House of Justice. And he that turneth 
unto whatsoever else is indeed in grievous error” (Will and Testament of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 25). 

Again, using their oppressive tactic of discouraging free-flowing conversation about the 
important topic of the continuation of the guardianship, the Hands published the following, 
dated June 12, 1958. Here the Hands as a group are admonishing some individual Hands who 
“broke rank” and talked about the guardianship. 


“We have also received a number of reports... that some of our dear fellow-Hands... have 
made statements about the future of the Guardianship, at total variance with the thoughts 
published above the signature of the American Hands... which we agreed to adhere to 
unitedly. We need not point out to you... the great dangers involved in any expressions of 
diverse opinions amongst ourselves on so important a subject. 


“Believing, ourselves, that as we decided in Bahji, the less said on this subject the better, 
we have until now strictly refrained from going into the subject at all in any 


” 


communications...” (MC, 99, emphasis mine). 


In spite of the fact that there was disagreement among the Hands about the subject of the 
guardianship, the Hands put out the following statement on January 8, 1960: 
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“...the complete unity of the Hands of the Faith at this crucial time is essential.... Above all, 
we must adhere strictly to the solemn agreement we made to limit all discussions of the 
Guardianship to the references made in the messages from our three Conclaves.... We have 
received word that some of the Hands have not been sufficiently careful in strictly 
observing the understandings which we reached, particularly that no comment 
whatsoever would be made concerning the Guardianship or its future except as 
outlined in our three messages” (Letter from the “Hands in the Holy Land” to the 
Hands “throughout the World,” Ministry of the Custodians, 177, emphasis mine). 


These bogus, unrelentingly defiant “Hands” would stop at nothing to oppress the believers 
and usher in the oppression over the Baha'i revelation that was foretold by Bahda’u'llah: “This 
‘oppression’ is the essential feature of every Revelation. Unless it cometh to pass, the Sun of Truth will not 
be made manifest. For the break of the morn of divine guidance must needs follow the darkness of the night 
of error. For this reason, in all chronicles and traditions reference hath been made unto these things, namely 
that iniquity shall cover the surface of the earth and darkness shall envelop mankind” (The Book of 
Certitude, Baha'u'llah, 32-33). 

Following is another example of how the Hands oppressed the believers with relationship to 
the subject of the continuation of the guardianship. In the Hands’ initial Proclamation, they 
accorded themselves the authority to expel Covenant-breakers from the Faith, as well as putting 
forth the false assertion that there was no successor to the guardian. After the Hands sent out 
their initial Proclamation, the National Spiritual Assembly (NSA) of the Baha’is of the United 
States published a document titled “A New Baha’i Era” which stated that the Hands could now 
expel Covenant-breakers, and that they had determined there was no successor to the guardian. 
But to publish this was contrary to the Hands’ wishes! The Hands urgently requested that these 
statements be removed from the document. Horace Holley, Secretary of the NSA of the Baha’is 
of the United States reported back to the Hands of the Cause of God in the Holy Land. “In 
accordance with your urgent request, steps are being taken to delete from our statement ‘A New Baha’i 
Era’ the reference to the door being closed to any hope for a future second Guardian, and the passage 
attributing to your body the authority to expel Covenant-breakers from the Faith” (Ministry of the 
Custodians, 61). 

The Hands did not want their doings published except in the most couched terms. The reality 
of the situation was that in the Hands’ initial Proclamation, they had already accorded themselves 
the authority to expel Covenant-breakers from the Faith, and they had already determined that 
Shoghi Effendi had no successor. These acts were in violation of the Will and Testament of Abdu’l- 
Baha. The Hands had broken the Covenant. They eliminated the executive branch of government 
from Baha’u'llah’s divinely ordained World Order. Therefore, to hide their doings, the Hands: (1) 
forbade the believers from talking about the guardianship; (2) forbade the Hands from talking 
about the guardianship; and they (3) forbade the NSA of the United States from publishing what 
they were doing. These are the actions of people who know they need to cover up their doings. 
Furthermore, they did it by advancing the pretext that this was all to maintain unity: “...for the 
sake of preserving the unity of our beloved Faith.” Abdu’l-Baha warns in his Will and Testament 
against those who use divine unity as their excuse: 


“It is incumbent upon... the Hands of the Cause of God to show their obedience, 
submissiveness and subordination unto the Guardian of the Cause of God, to turn unto him 
and be lowly before him. He that opposeth him hath opposed the True One, will make a breach 
in the Cause of God, will subvert His Word and will become a manifestation of the Center of 
Sedition. Beware, beware, lest the days after the ascension (of Baha'u'llah) be repeated when 
the Center of Sedition waxed haughty and rebellious and with DIVINE UNITY FOR HIS 
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EXCUSE deprived himself and perturbed and poisoned others. No doubt every vainglorious 
one that purposeth dissension and discord will not openly declare his evil purposes, nay 
rather, even as impure gold, will he seize upon divers measures and various pretexts that he 
may separate the gathering of the people of Baha” (Will and Testament 12). 


The facts speak for themselves. The National Spiritual Assemblies were required to conceal 
the Hands’ decisions and the believers were forbidden to discuss the Hands’ decisions. What 
oppression could be greater? These Hands were using artifice [cunning or ingenuity in scheming] 
to hoodwink [deceive by trickery or concealing the truth] the believers. This is also referred to as 
pulling the wool over people’s eyes. [To “pull the wool over someone’s eyes” is to conceal one’s 
true motives especially by elaborately feigning good intentions so as to gain an end.] Jesus 
warned about this in Matt. 7:15: “Beware... [of those who] come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly 
are ravenous wolves.” 

Aside from their cunning scheming and deceptive trickery, the Hands also used the “repeat 
after me” game to gain a legal right to control the believers’ minds. Not only did they have the 
National Spiritual Assemblies repeat statements of loyalty; they used these statements as legal 
documentation to support their legal takeover of all the properties of the Faith. 

Have you ever heard of the narrow path to heaven? It’s the path that few people take and as a 
result, few are those who enter into heaven: “For the gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to 
life, and those who find it are few” (Matt. 7:14). Well, the road directly to the left of the road to heaven 
is the Broadway to hell. Lots of people go down this road, which is why it’s a broadway, rather 
than a narrow path. This “broadway to hell” is the slippery slope that the Hands now led the 
entire Baha’i World down: 


“Our lawyer advises us that we should also obtain from each National Assembly a letter 
recognizing us as the supreme body in the Cause, and this letter should include the following 
sentence: ‘We pledge [a solemn promise, to commit] our full support, faith and allegiance to 
the body of the Custodians of the Baha'i World Faith elected by the Hands of the Cause.’ We 
therefore ask you please to arrange by whatever means is most suited to the conditions of 
working of your Assembly for a resolution to this effect to be passed without delay, and 
incorporated in a letter to be sent immediately to the Holy Land under the Assembly’s seal, 
signed by its Chairman and Secretary, or in their absence, by officers authorized to act for 
them. The many negotiations we have to conduct concerning properties at the World Centre 
and elsewhere make speed in sending this letter of recognition vitally important, and we are 
confident that all National Assemblies will cooperate by seeing that the action is taken at 
once” (Quote from “Letter to All National Spiritual Assemblies,” dated Dec. 2, 1957, 
signed by nine of the 27 Hands). 


This pledge of allegiance enabled the nine Custodian Hands to establish a legal entity which 
could then become owner of “fabulous real estate holdings” (Ministry of the Custodians, p. xx). “All 
the legal powers at the World Centre of the Faith - which had been vested in Shoghi Effendi as the appointed 
successor of ‘Abdu 'l-Baha — were left in limbo when he passed away as he himself had made neither a Will 
nor a statement of his intentions. [Excuse me, but what about Shoghi Effendi’s intentions for the IBC 
to evolve into the UHJ?]. The holdings at the World Centre, including its sacred Shrines, its historic 
buildings, hundreds of square metres of prime real estate, and substantial local bank accounts, were 
therefore in great danger. The Hands were able, however, to successfully and legally establish the principle 
that the Guardian held all properties as the Head of the Faith and not as an individual, and to have this 
priceless heritage safely placed in the hands of the Custodians” (Ministry of the Custodians, Introduction, 
11). 
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Establishing the Custodians as a legal entity which the believers were obliged to support as 
the “supreme authority” of the Bahda’i Faith, and which completely eliminated the structure 
wherein an executive branch could operate, was the end-all, be-all answer to all their “...problems 
of inconceivable magnitude. How to assume the reins of authority, with no document to support us, other 
than the general theological statements about the Hands? What should we do regarding money, urgently 
needed...? What was our legal status, on which hinged the delicate question that all the international 
financial assets of the Faith were in the name of Shoghi Effendi? What would we say about the 
Guardianship?” (Introduction, MC, 9). 

Hey, it’s not the fall from high places that hurts - it’s the sudden stop when you hit the bottom! 
These Hands have not hit bottom yet. People are punished for their wrongdoing either in this life 
or the next life, but it’s better to be punished in this life, because it is not eternal. These Hands 
have never been punished for violating the Covenant, and thus their punishment will be in the 
next realm. 


“Ambitions are an abomination before the Lord... The worst enemies of the Cause are in the 
Cause and mention the Name of God. We need not fear the enemies on the outside for such 
can be easily dealt with. But the enemies who call themselves friends... are difficult to be deal 
with in this day, for the mercy of God is still great. But ere long this merciful door will be 
closed and such enemies will be attacked with a madness” (Abdt'l-Baha, “The Worst 
Enemies of the Cause are in the Cause,” Star of the West, June 24, 1915, Vol. VI, No. 
6, 43-44). 


Thus far, the worldwide Baha’is do not have the remotest clue that the Hands broke the 
Covenant. They are so mesmerized by the successful coup [a sudden successful stroke, blow or 
stratagem] of the Hands, that now, years and years later, they haven’t the faintest glimmer of 
recognition that they have been lead off the path of the fulfillment of God’s decree. They are 
dwelling in the wilds of remoteness from God, and Baha’u’llah has foretold what awaits them. 
“And when the appointed hour is come, there shall suddenly appear that which shall cause the limbs of 
mankind to quake. Then, and only then, will the Divine Standard be unfurled, and the Nightingale of 
Paradise warble its melody” (Baha’u’llah, Gleanings, 118-119). 

The fact that God will one day “Return them [the Hands] to their abode in the world below 
[hell],” was prophesied by Baha’u’llah in the Tablet of the Holy Mariner below. I have taken out 
the phrase “Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!” so the text and meaning of the prayer come 
across more clearly: 


“They [the Hands] have desired to ascend unto that state which the Lord hath ordained to be 
above their stations.... 


Whereupon the burning meteor cast them out from them that abide in the Kingdom of His 
Presence, 


And they heard the Voice of Grandeur raised from behind the unseen pavilion upon the 
Height of Glory: 


‘O guardian angels! Return them to their abode in the world below [hell], 


‘Inasmuch as they have purposed to rise to that sphere which the wings of the celestial dove 
have never attained; [i.e., they have purposed to decide the Plan of God instead of letting God 
do it.] 
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‘Whereupon the ship of fancy standeth still which the minds of them that comprehend 
cannot grasp.’ 


Whereupon the maid of heaven looked out from her exalted chamber, 
And with her brow signed to the Celestial Concourse, 

Flooding with the light of her countenance the heaven and the earth, 
And as the radiance of her beauty shone upon the people of dust, 

All beings were shaken in their mortal graves. 

She then raised the call which no ear through all eternity hath ever heard, 


And thus proclaimed: “By the Lord! He whose heart hath not the fragrance of the love of the 
exalted and glorious Arabian Youth [they had no love for Shoghi Effendi, whose father was 
Arabic and whose mother was half Arabic], 


“Can in no wise ascend unto the glory of the highest heaven.’ 
Thereupon she summoned unto herself one maiden from her handmaidens, 
And commanded her: “Descend into space from the mansions of eternity, 


‘And turn thou unto that which they have concealed [note the word ‘concealed’] in the 
inmost of their hearts. 


‘Shouldst thou inhale the perfume of the robe from the Youth that hath been hidden within 
the tabernacle of light by reason of that which the hands of the wicked have wrought [or if you 
find that the leaders of the Baha’i Faith have the fragrance of the robe or raiment of the plans of 
Shoghi Effendi, who is hidden or protected from all their doings] 


‘Raise a cry within thyself, that all the inmates of the chambers of Paradise, that are the 
embodiments of the eternal wealth, may understand and hearken; 


‘That they may all come down from their everlasting chambers and tremble, 
‘And kiss their hands and feet for having soared to the heights of faithfulness; 
‘Perchance they may find from their robes the fragrance of the Beloved One.’ 


Thereupon the countenance of the favored damsel beamed above the celestial chambers even 
as the light that shineth from the face of the Youth above His mortal temple; 


She then descended with such an adorning as to illumine the heavens and all that is therein. 
She bestirred herself and perfumed all things in the lands of holiness and grandeur. 

When she reached that place she rose to her full height in the midmost heart of creation, 
And sought to inhale their fragrance at a time that knoweth neither beginning nor end. 


She found not in them [the Hands] that which she did desire [faithfulness to Shoghi Effendi’s 
plans, and to Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and Testament], and this, verily, is but one of His wondrous 
tales. 


She then cried aloud, wailed and repaired to her own station within her most lofty mansion, 


And then gave utterance to one mystic word, whispered privily by her honeyed tongue, 
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And raised the call amidst the Celestial Concourse and the immortal maids of heaven: 


‘By the Lord! I found not from these idle claimants [the Hands who made idle (meaning 
casual, or not serious) claims to being the successor to Shoghi Effendi] the breeze of 
Faithfulness! 


“By the Lord! The Youth hath remained lone and forlorn in the land of exile in the hands of 
the ungodly [Shoghi Effendi’s plans have been laid waste by the ungodly Hands].’ 


She then uttered within herself such a cry that the Celestial Concourse did shriek and 
tremble, 


And she fell upon the dust and gave up the spirit. It seemeth she was called and hearkened 
unto Him that summoned her unto the Realm on High. 


Glorified be He that created her out of the essence of love in the midmost heart of his exalted 
paradise! 


Thereupon the maids of heaven hastened forth from their chambers, upon whose 
countenances the eye of no dweller in the highest paradise had ever gazed. 


Glorified be our Lord, the Most High! They all gathered around her, and lo! they found her 
body fallen upon the dust; 


Glorified be our Lord, the Most High! And as they beheld her state and comprehended a 
word of the tale told by the Youth, they bared their heads, rent their garments asunder, beat 
upon their faces, forgot their joy, shed tears and smote with their hands upon their cheeks, and 
this is verily one of the mysterious grievous afflictions - 


Glorified be our Lord, the Most High!’ (Baha’u’llah: Baha’i Prayers (US), 224-230) 


Of this Tablet Abdu’l-Baha states: “Study the Tablet of the Holy Mariner that ye may know the truth, 
and consider that the Blessed Beauty hath fully foretold future events. Let them who perceive, take 
warning!” (Baha'i Prayers (US), 222) 


The Proclamation of the Hands 


In spite of the fact that Shoghi Effendi had appointed a successor, the IBC, the Hands forged 
ahead with a plan of their own. On the same day that the Hands published their Proclamation, 
November 25, 1957, a short three weeks after Shoghi Effendi’s death, they also published their 
“Resolution of the Hands of the Cause of God,” printed on pp. 32-33 of Ministry of the Custodians. 
In it they put forth the “following principles [that] shall apply to the relations between the [27] Hands of 
the Cause of God and the nine Custodians of the Baha’t World Faith and to the activities of said 
Custodians... 


“4, The quorum of the meetings of the Custodians shall be five, and any decision adopted by the majority 
of the Custodians attending such meetings shall be deemed to have been validly passed by the Custodians.... 
[This means as long as three of the nine Hands elected to be Custodians vote in favor of a motion, it passes. 
As you will see, this means only three Hands must vote in favor to have someone declared a Covenant- 
breaker] 


“7. The Custodians... shall administer all the properties, assets and accounts belonging to the World 
Baha't Community.... 
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“8. In all their dealings with the Israel Government and any local authorities in Israel the Custodians 
shall act through the Bahai International Council, who shall act in accordance with the instructions of the 
Custodians [Boy, that’s a good one! We'll act through the IBC, which shall act through us! This relegates 
the IBC to being nothing more than a puppet of the nine Custodians.] 


“9. The Custodians shall be deemed to succeed the Guardian of the Baha’ Faith, His Eminence the Late 
Shoghi Effendi Rabbani....” [Here, the nine Hands gain on the 27 Hands, in that only these nine 
Custodians are now the successor to Shoghi Effendi.] 


Ina further “Resolution of the Hands of the Cause of God,” also published November 25, 1957, 
printed on pp. 34-35 of Ministry of the Custodians, the “Hands of the Cause hereby record the 
following action taken in unanimous agreement.... 


“3. The nine Hands to reinforce the membership of the International Baha’i Council through the addition 
of the five Hands among the nine Hands not already members of the Council.... [Here the Hands have 
just completely eliminated the possibility that the IBC could act independently from the Hands. 
Shoghi Effendi had appointed nine members to his IBC, and four of these IBC members were also 
appointed as Hands. However, if the IBC were to meet, the other five members of the IBC could 
theoretically over-rule any decision of the Hands by voting against it if it were ever placed on the 
table for the IBC to ratify. Therefore, to completely eliminate this possibility that the IBC could 
over-rule the “Hands,” the five Custodian Hands who were not already on the IBC, were added 
to the IBC, putting its number at 14, nine of whom were the nine Custodian Hands. Thus this 
action made it completely impossible for the other five members of the IBC to over-rule anything 
these Custodian Hands did. The IBC was now, for all practical purposes, dissolved, a short three 
weeks after Shoghi Effendi’s passing. ] 


“6. That the authority to expel violators from the Faith shall be vested in the body of nine Hands....” 
[This is a good one too! These Hands just accorded themselves the teeth they needed to enforce 
their will on the believers, again, a short three weeks after Shoghi Effendi’s passing. Have you 
ever heard the word “indoctrinate?” It means: “to instill certain ideas or beliefs into, especially so 
as to cause to embrace an ideology.” Have you ever heard the word “brainwash?” It means “the 
changing of a person’s... religious ideas by relentless indoctrination often to the point of mental 
torture.” The Hands now had the mental torture device necessary to indoctrinate the entire body 
of believers, that of “the authority to expel violators from the Faith.” And note that it is the nine 
Custodian Hands who have this authority, not the 14-member IBC. This means that the Custodian 
Hands could call a meeting, and as long as five of the nine members showed up, they would have 
a quorum. Further, it would take only three members of the five-member quorum to comprise a 
majority rule vote in favor of a motion to declare someone a Covenant-breaker. How is this mental 
torture? How would you like to be labeled a “Covenant-breaker?” If you are declared a Covenant- 
breaker, this means all the Baha’is must utterly shun you. Abdt’l-Baha states: “...Covenant- 
breaking is truly a spiritual disease, and the whole view-point and attitude of a Covenant-breaker is so 
poisonous that the Master likened it to leprosy, and warned the friends to breathe the same air was 
dangerous. This should not be taken literally; He meant when you are close enough to breathe the same air 
you are close enough to contact their corrupting influence.” (Lights of Guidance, p. 183)] 


No one protested until after Mason Remey protested, and the Hands were able to put this fire 
out quickly. However, in America, freedom of speech was more well established, and people 
were going around teaching that the guardianship CAN’T come to an end. Therefore, after Mason 
Remey proclaimed that the Hands were trying to eliminate the guardianship, many people wrote 
in and asked that their names be removed from the roster of the Baha’is under the Hands. The 
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reasons people believed the guardianship could not come to an end were all based on the 
promises or Covenants that God had made through His promised ones. For example: 

God’s promise to Abraham: “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a 
multitude of nations... I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall 
come forth from you. And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your descendants after you 
throughout their generations for an EVERLASTING COVENANT” (Gen. 17:4 & 6-7). 

This promise was given to Abraham’s son Isaac, then to Isaac’s son Jacob/ Israel (Gen. 35:11), 
Israel passed it on to his son Judah (in Gen. 49:10) saying: “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, 
nor a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh come....” 

In other words, the scepter of the kings shall not depart from the male lineal descendants of 
Judah, nor will any other person or entity be the lawgiver, other than males who have directly 
descended from the reproductive organs which are “between the feet” of Judah, until Shiloh 
comes. The UHJ set up by Shoghi Effendi to evolve through four stages was the first entity 
provided for in the Covenants of God that could be the “lawgiver,” other than the direct male 
lineal descendants of Judah: “This House of Justice enacteth the laws...” (Will and Testament, 14-15). 


“Inasmuch as the House of Justice hath power to enact laws that are not expressly recorded in 
the Book and bear upon daily transactions, so also it hath power to repeal the same. Thus for 
example, the House of Justice enacteth today a certain law and enforceth it, and a hundred 
years hence, circumstances having profoundly changed and the conditions having altered, 
another House of Justice will then have power, according to the exigencies of the time, to alter 
that law. This it can do because these laws form no part of the divine explicit Text” (Will and 
Testament, 20). 


After Judah, this blessing of the kings went to David, and again it was promised to be an 
EVERLASTING kingship: “T have found David, my servant, and with my holy oil I have anointed him... 
and my covenant will stand firm for him. I will establish his line FOR EVER and his throne as the days of 
the heavens.... I will not violate my covenant... his line shall endure FOR EVER, his throne as long as the 
sun before me” (Psalms 89: 20, 28, 29, 34, 36). 

When Bahda’u’llah proclaimed Himself, He proclaimed that He ruled upon this 
EVERLASTING throne of David: “The Most Great Law is come, and the Ancient Beauty ruleth upon 
the throne of David.” (Proclamation of Baha’u’llah, 89) 

The fact that Baha’u’llah ruled on the throne of David is in fulfillment of other promises such 
as one given by Isaiah. “For to us a child is born [Baha'u'llah], to us a son is given [Abdu‘l-Baha]; and 
the government will be upon his [Baha’u’llah’s] shoulder, and his name will be called... everlasting 
Father.... Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and for evermore” (Isaiah 9:6-7). Baha’u’llah’s government that had NO END was the UHJ 
described by Abdw’l-Baha, with the guardian as its sacred head and distinguished member for 
life, and it was set up according to the infallible plan of Shoghi Effendi, to evolve through four 
stages, starting with the IBC. This government will have no end. 

From Shoghi Effendi: “To Him [Baha’u'llah] Isaiah, the greatest of the Jewish prophets, had alluded 
as the...’Everlasting Father,’ ...the “Rod come forth out of the stem of Jesse’ [the stem is the penis and Jesse 
is King David's father],’ Who ‘shall be established upon the throne of David....’” (Shoghi Effendi, God 
Passes By, 94) 

Abdw’l-Baha, the “Most Great Branch,” was prophesied as the “righteous Branch” of David: 


“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch...” (Jeremiah 23:5). 


36 


Maybe all the proofs above help you understand that it is not God’s Will for this Davidic 
kingship to come to an end. This fact has been foretold by God through many of His promised 
ones and prophets. This Davidic kingship was referred to by Abdw’l-Baha in his Will and 
Testament as the guardianship, and Abdu’l-Baha made certain it would continue forever by 
allowing for an adopted son to be appointed as the next guardian. “It is incumbent upon the 
Guardian of the Cause of God to appoint in his own life-time him that shall become his successor, that 
differences may not arise after his passing. He that is appointed must manifest in himself detachment from 
all worldly things, must be the essence of purity, must show in himself the fear of God, knowledge, wisdom 
and learning. Thus, should the first-born of the Guardian of the Cause of God not manifest in himself the 
truth of the words: - “The child is the secret essence of its sire,” that is, should he not inherit of the spiritual 
within him (the Guardian of the Cause of God) and his glorious lineage not be matched with a goodly 
character, then must he, (the Guardian of the Cause of God) CHOOSE [either adopt a son or choose another 
son other than the first-born son] another branch [son or in the case of Shoghi Effendi’s IBC, a lineal 
descendant with executive and legislative branches] to succeed him” (12). 

Therefore, this kingship or guardianship will not end, even if the power to enact laws is taken 
away from it and given to a council over which the guardian is the executive, president, or 
chairperson. Abdt’l-Baha states: “By this body all the difficult problems are to be resolved and the 
guardian of the Cause of God is its sacred head and the distinguished member for life of that body” (Will 
and Testament, 14). 

Thus, when Shoghi Effendi died and left the IBC as his successor, this fulfilled the prophecy 
of Gen. 49:10. The scepter of authority departed from the direct male lineal descendants of Judah 
and went to a council with an executive branch at its head. Thus the “lawgiver,” the IBC/UHJ, 
was no longer in any way from “between the feet” of Judah. 

Shoghi Effendi emphasized the fact that this guardianship could not end: “Divorced from the 
institution of the Guardianship the World Order of Baha'u'llah would be mutilated and permanently 
deprived of that hereditary principle which, as Abdu’l-Baha has written, has been invariably upheld by the 
Law of God. ‘In all the Divine Dispensations,’ He states, in a Tablet addressed to a follower of the Faith in 
Persia, ‘the eldest son hath been given extraordinary distinctions. Even the station of prophethood hath 
been his birthright.’ Without such an institution the integrity of the Faith would be imperiled, and the 
stability of the entire fabric would be gravely endangered. Its prestige would suffer, the means required to 
enable it to take a long, an uninterrupted view over a series of generations would be completely lacking, 
and the necessary guidance to define the sphere of the legislative action of its elected representatives would 
be totally withdrawn” (Shoghi Effendi, World Order of Baha'u'llah, 148). 

Most Bahda’is, then and now, remain uninformed of the facts, choosing instead to play “follow 
the leader.” Baha’u’llah does not allow for this. He instructs the Baha’is in His Hidden Words to 
see with their own eyes and hear with their own ears, not through the eyes of our neighbors. This 
is so each Baha’i can be adorned with the ornament of justice. 


“O friend! In the Bayan We directed everyone in this Most Great Revelation to see with his 
own eyes and hear with his own ears. However, when the horizon of the world was illumined 
with the resplendent light of this Revelation, many people forgot this divine commandment, 
lost sight of this heavenly exhortation, and immersed themselves in the vain imaginings 
which their minds had devised. Indeed the face of the sun of justice and fairness is hidden 
behind the clouds of idle fancy which the foolish ones have conceived. Therefore, it is not to be 
wondered at that the movements of the birds of darkness attract attention. Through the 
potency of the Name of the Best-Beloved, invite thou the receptive souls unto God’s holy 
court, that perchance they may not remain deprived of the heavenly Fountain of living water. 
He is in truth the Gracious, the Forgiving” (Baha'u'llah: Tablets of Baha’u ‘lah, 236-237). 
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It is a rare person who chooses to become informed, but these rare people are spoken of in the 
Covenant of Baha’u’llah: 


“To the eyes of the All-Merciful a true man appeareth even as a firmament; its sun and moon 
are his sight and hearing, and his shining and resplendent character its stars. His is the 
loftiest station, and his influence educateth the world of being” (Baha'u'llah, Tablets of 
Baha'u'llah, 220). 


And from the “Book of Certitude:” 


“We perceive none, however, amongst the people of the earth who, sincerely yearning for the 
Truth, seeketh the guidance of the divine Manifestations concerning the abstruse matters of 
his Faith. All are dwellers in the land of oblivion, and all are followers of the people of 
wickedness and rebellion. God will verily do unto them that which they themselves are doing, 
and will forget them even as they have ignored His Presence in His day. Such is His decree 
unto those that have denied Him, and such will it be unto them that have rejected His signs. 
We conclude Our argument with His words - exalted is He - “And whoso shall withdraw 
from the remembrance of the Merciful, We will chain a Satan unto him, and he shall be his 
fast companion. ... And whoso turneth away from My remembrance, truly his shall be a life 
of misery” (Baha’u'llah: The Kitab-i-Iqan, 256-257). 


Numerous statements in the Ministry of the Custodians allude to the motives of the Hands. The 
only thing the Hands allowed the IBC to do was to eliminate its president who had been warmly 
welcomed by Shoghi Effendi as the executive of Shoghi Effendi’s IBC. The only record of any 
action taken by the IBC appointed by Shoghi Effendi was that it confirmed the Hands’ decision 
to declare its president, Mason Remey a Covenant-breaker. This is recorded in Baha’i World Faith, 
volume 13, which covers the year 1960. Following are the arguments the Hands gave as to why 
Mason Remey could not be the guardian, according to a letter “To All National Spiritual 
Assemblies,” date October 15, 1960: 


“...Shoghi Effendi had left no Will and Testament. It was likewise certified [by the Hands, of 
course] that the beloved Guardian had left no heir [I have already shown in countless ways 
that this was a baldfaced LIE].... Thus it is clear that no one but a blood descendant of 
Baha'u'llah could possibly have been appointed by Shoghi Effendi as Guardian of the Faith” 
(Ministry of the Custodians, 234). 


None of this is true! Abdt’l-Baha allowed for an adopted descendant to be appointed as the 
guardian’s successor when he stated in his will: “then must he (the guardian of the Cause of God) 
CHOOSE another branch [son or lineal descendant] to succeed him.” From then on in, being a 
blood descendant was no longer a requirement. If it were, think of the chaos! There is no way that 
each man in an everlasting lineage of guardians could absolutely guarantee that he would have 
a natural-born son with the “spiritual within him” (Will and Testament, 12) who lives to succeed 
him. For example, Shoghi Effendi did not have any children at all, much less a number of sons to 
choose from, so he could make a choice as to which one was the “secret essence of his sire” (Will 
and Testament, 12). But this was not a problem because Abdw’1-Baha, being infallibly guided by 
God, provided a provision in his will through which the guardian could “choose another branch 
to succeed him” (Will and Testament, 12). 

Shoghi Effendi was the “the most wondrous, unique and priceless pearl,” “that primal branch,” 
“grown out, blest, tender, verdant and flourishing from the Twin Holy Trees” [meaning descended from 
both Baha’u’llah and the Bab] (Will and Testament, p. 3). There would never be another infallible 
guardian. Never again would there be an individual heir to Abdu’1-Baha and Baha’u’llah. Shoghi 
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Effendi had been grafted into Muhammad Ali’s position as the only individual successor to 
Abdw'l-Baha: the “Greater Branch.” After him, the only successor provided for in the Will and 
Testament was the UHJ, which Shoghi Effendi set up to evolve through four stages, beginning 
with the IBC. 

Mason Remey had a right to think he was the next guardian, even though he was not an 
infallible guardian or the individual successor to Shoghi Effendi’s unique station. Nevertheless, 
Mason Remey was warmly welcomed as the president of the IBC, which made him the “sacred 
head and the distinguished member for life of that body.” He was the head of the IBC that would 
evolve into the UHJ. He was also the head of a body that was to be the recipient of the “conferred 
infallibility.” The entire IBC was Shoghi Effendi’s successor, and its president, Mason Remey, was 
the heir to the title of guardian. However Mason Remey was not, and none of his successors ever 
would be, in and of themselves, infallible. 

To go into this a little deeper, there were two blessings given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that 
are fulfilled in the World Order of Baha’u'llah: “A company of nations shall come from you, and kings 
shall spring from you” (Gen. 35:11). Both these promises are fulfilled with the government brought 
by Baha’u’llah. The nations are those nations whose people send representatives to the UHJ. 
These people are “grafted in” to the inheritance, promise, or Covenant, based on their belief in it. 
These people are the heirs to the kingdom of God on earth. The first line of Baha’u’1lah’s Covenant 
states: “Although the Most High Horizon is devoid of the trivial possessions of the earth, We have 
bequeathed to Our heirs an noble and peerless heritage, taken out from the treasure house of trust and 
resignation” (Baha'u'llah, Kitab-i-Ahd, 1). 

Bahda’u’llah speaks in other places of the kingdom of God on earth being the inheritance given 
to those who believe in Him: “Grieve thou not over those that have busied themselves with the things of 
this world, and have forgotten the remembrance of God, the Most Great. By Him Who is the Eternal Truth! 
The day is approaching when the wrathful anger of the Almighty will have taken hold of them. He, verily, 
is the Omnipotent, the All-Subduing, the Most Powerful. He shall cleanse the earth from the defilement of 
their corruption, and shall give it for an heritage unto such of His servants as are nigh unto Him” 
(Baha’u’llah, Gleanings, 208). 

Even the Bible foretold this: “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth” (Matt. 5:5). 

The Covenant is often represented as the tree of life: “This Tree of Life is the Book of the Covenant” 
(Abdu’l-Baha, Baha’t World Faith, 429). The principle of grafting the believers onto the tree of life 
or Covenant, and cutting off the dry and weak natural branches, was spoken about in the Bible. 
Part of Jesus’ mission was to save the sinners, who were often gentiles. A gentile was anyone who 
was not Jewish. According to Paul’s letter to the Galatians, believers in Jesus would be heirs to 
the blessings promised to Abraham and his descendants: “If you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's 
offspring, heirs according to promise” (Galatians 3:29). Paul also speaks of this in his letter to the 
Romans: “You will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.’ That is true. They were 
broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast only through faith. So do not become proud, but 
stand in awe” (Romans 11:19-20). 

Baha’u'llah’s government fulfills the promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that a company of 
nations would come from among their descendants. Baha’u’llah’s government also fulfills the 
promise that kings would come forth from a specific lineage of their descendants. Baha’u’llah 
was seated on the throne of David. He was a direct descendant of King David through Bostanai, 
the last exiled monarch on the throne of David. This man married the oldest daughter of 
Yazdigird II, the last king of the throne of Persia. Upon his death, he wanted his sons with his 
Persian wife to be his heirs, but his first wife who was Jewish, opposed this and tried to prevent 
the sons of the Persian princess from becoming the heirs to the throne of David. Therefore, the 
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Persian princess fled from Baghdad where she had lived with Bostanai prior to his death with her 
three young boys, the younger sons of Bostanai. She went to live with her brother in Persia, and 
changed her name and the names of her sons to be the same as the name of her brother. From 
then on in, the kings of the lineage of Persia were one and the same with the kings of the lineage 
of King David. Baha’u’llah descended from these sons of the Persian princess and the last well- 
known man seated on the throne of David, the Exilarch named Bostanai. 

Bahda‘u'llah stated on p. 89 of His Proclamation of Baha'u'llah, that He ruled on the throne of 
David. Therefore Baha’u’llah’s kingdom, or more specifically the UHJ, fulfills both the promises 
to Abraham: 1) That “kings shall spring from you” and 2) a “company of nations shall come from 
you” (Genesis 17:6). The company of nations are the believers who send representatives to the 
UHJ, and make up the legislative branch; and the kings are the guardians who chair the meetings 
and make up the executive branch. 

The promise of the kings went from Abraham to Isaac, to Jacob, to Judah, to David, all the way 
down, most often from father to son in the male line, to Baha’u’llah. Baha’u’llah then bequeathed 
this inheritance to Abdu’l-Baha, and Abdt’l-Baha adopted a gentile, Mason Remey. At this point, 
the scepter of the kings departed from the line of Judah, and went to a gentile. This “chosen 
branch” was then appointed to be the president and head of the IBC, thus the “sacred head and 
the distinguished member for life of that body.” That body is the IBC that would evolve through 
four stages to become the UHJ. The fact that Mason Remey was adopted into the lineage of 
Baha’u’llah by Abdu’l-Baha was no secret to Shoghi Effendi. In fact, Shoghi Effendi sealed the 
adoption according to the laws of Palestine where Abdu’l-Baha lived, by passing onto Mason 
Remey a token of inheritance. 

To explain: Abdw’l-Baha lived in Palestine, which was part of the Ottoman empire. According 
to Ottoman law, the adoption of a son was to be carried out in this way — the adopter was 
responsible to publicly declare the adoption of a son or daughter, and upon their death, a token 
of inheritance was given to the adopted son or daughter by the adopter, thus sealing the adoption 
and giving them the hereditary rights to the inheritance of their adoptive parent. They would be 
given a token of what they would be inheriting from their adoptive parent. For instance, if the 
inheritance were a plot of ground, the adopted son or daughter would be given a clod of earth as 
a token of that inheritance. 

At the time of the sealing of the agreement the adopted son or daughter would, by law, attain 
to all rights of a natural-born son or daughter. Whatever rights and privileges a father had by 
birth, would be passed on to the adopted son or daughter. The son or daughter would also acquire 
all the rights to the parent’s physical property that were specified by law or by their will. 

Abdw’l-Baha made a public proclamation that he was adopting Mason Remey as his son and 
adopted heir to the throne of David that Baha’u’llah sat upon. Several announcements were 
made. One announcement came out in the “Star of the West,” a Baha'i publication that was 
distributed throughout the Baha’i world. In Volume Ten, Number Eight, page 144, Abdu’l-Baha 
writes: “To his honor Mr. Remey, O my dear Son....” 

In “Star of the West,” Volume Eleven, Number 13, page 229, in a “Recent Tablet of Abdt’l1- 
Baha to Charles Mason Remey,” Abdt’l-Baha writes: “O thou enlightened beloved Son.” 

In addition, in a book written by one of the early believers is a quote from a letter Abdu’l-Baha 
wrote to Mason. It says: “You are very dear to me. You are so dear that I think of you day and night. You 
are my real son, therefore I have an idea for you, I hope it may come to pass.” 

Abdu’l-Baha’s adoption of Mason Remey was then sealed when Shoghi Effendi passed a token 
of inheritance on to Mason. Shoghi Effendi, as the executor of ~Abdu’1-Baha’s estate, delivered to 
Mason Remey an envelope containing a small packet with blood and hair from Baha’u’llah. The 
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blood is a token of the fact that Mason inherited Baha’u’'llah’s lineage or bloodline. The hair was 
a token of the fact that Mason inherited the right to be seated at the “head” of the UHJ, which 
would be the supreme authority in the kingdom of God on earth. A note was written on the 
outside envelope in Shoghi Effendi’s handwriting: 


“Of all the remnants of Baha’u'llah’s all-sacred Person, the most hallowed, the most precious, 
confidently delivered into the hands of my brother and co-worker in the Cause of God, Mr. 
Remey” (Shoghi, March 1922). 


Another note was hand-written on the packet itself. This is the paper that contained the blood 
and hair of Baha’u’llah, passed from Shoghi Effendi to Mason Remey as a token of the sacred 
inheritance that Abdu’l-Baha wanted to bequeath upon Mason Remey. 


“Coagulated drops of Baha’u’Ilah’s All-Sacred Blood and Ringlets of His Most Blessed Locks 
presented as my most precious possession to “Abdu‘l-Baha’s ‘dear son’ Mr. Charles Mason 
Remey as a token of my Baha’i affection and brotherly love. Shoghi” 
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Shoghi Effendi sealed the adoption by passing along this blood and hair of Baha’u’llah, a 
sacred inheritance, from Abdu’l-Baha’s estate to Mason Remey. “Abdw’l-Baha, a descendant of 
King David, adopted Mason Remey, making Mason Remey an adopted descendant of King 
David. This lineage is to last forever. When Shoghi Effendi appointed Mason Remey to be seated 
at the head of the IBC, the embryonic Universal House of Justice, he was continuing this lineage 
of David. He intended for Mason Remey and his descendants to be the presidents of the Universal 
House of Justice. Thus, Mason inherited the blessing of the kings from Abdw’1-Baha. 

I will now return to the subject of the arguments the Hands gave as to why Mason Remey 
could not be the guardian. 


“Tf the President of the International Baha’t Council is ipso facto [by that very fact] the 
Guardian of the Baha’t Faith, then the beloved Guardian, himself, Shoghi Effendi, would have 
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had to be the President of the first International Baha’t Council” (Ministry of the Custodians, 
234). 


The reason Shoghi Effendi was not seated as the president of the first International Baha’i 
Council is, he was a “unique and priceless pearl,” grafted into Muhammad Ali’s place as the 
“Greater Branch.” He was the only individual who, according to Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and 
Testament, had the “unerring guidance of His Holiness, the Exalted One.” After Shoghi Effendi, 
only the UHJ, set up to evolve through four stages, could have this unerring guidance according 
to Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and Testament. This unerring guidance should therefore have gone to the 
IBC with the guardian at its head. All the guardians after Shoghi Effendi would be seated at the 
head of the IBC/UHJ. However, as individuals, none of them would ever be infallible. Rather, 
they would be seated at the head of an infallible body whose members, after praying to God and 
searching the Baha’i revelation, would settle matters through unanimous consent or majority rule 
vote. 

Shoghi Effendi had the conferred infallibility in and of himself, so there is no way he could 
have been seated at the head of the IBC. This would have compromised his “unique” station as 
the Center of the Cause. It was no mistake that Shoghi Effendi did not place himself at the head 
of the IBC. Keep in mind, to be infallible or to have the unerring guidance of His Holiness, means 
you are guarded from mistake: “...that House of Justice will be under the protection and the unerring 
guidance of God. If that House of Justice shall decide unanimously, or by a majority, upon any question 
not mentioned in the Book, that decision and command will be guarded from mistake” (Abdu’l-Baha, 
Some Answered Questions, 172). 

Also, Shoghi Effendi himself was aware he could not sit at the “head” of the council as he was 
not a Davidic king. His lineage was from both the line of Muhammad on his father’s side and 
from Baha’u’llah on his mother’s (daughter of ‘Abdu’l-Baha) side, thus, he was not a direct 
descendant of David, for this descendancy can only be passed down through the male line. 

Again, another bogus argument put forth by the “Hands:” “If the presidency of the first 
International Baha’t Council, which was not an elected body but appointed by Shoghi Effendi, was a 
permanent thing, why did the beloved Guardian himself call for an elected International Baha'i Council in 
the future as part of the evolution of this institution and its eventual efflorescence into the Universal House 
of Justice?” (Ministry of the Custodians, 234). 

Actually, Shoghi Effendi did not call for “an elected International Baha’i Council.” Shoghi 
Effendi’s words were: “in course of evolution of this first embryonic International Institution, 
marking its development into officially recognized Baha'i Court, its transformation into DULY 
ELECTED BODY, its efflorescence into Universal House of Justice....” [Cablegram, January 9, 
1951] (Shoghi Effendi, Messages to the Baha’t World, 7-8) 

The Hands completely eliminated the IBC’s “development into officially recognized Baha'i 
Court.” This court would eliminate the title “International Baha’i Council,” because it would not 
be a council any more, it would be a court, an “international Baha’i court” (Shoghi Effendi, 
Messages to the Baha’i World, 152). 

To go into this a little deeper, I will have to explain Shoghi Effendi’s cablegram wherein he set 
up the IBC. “Nascent Institution now created is invested with threefold function: first, to forge link with 
authorities of newly emerged State; second, to assist me to discharge responsibilities involved in erection of 
mighty superstructure of the Bab’s Holy Shrine; third, to conduct negotiations related to matters of 
personal status with civil authorities. To these will be added further functions in course of evolution of this 
first embryonic International Institution, marking its development into officially recognized Baha’i Court, 
its transformation into duly elected body, its efflorescence into Universal House of Justice...” [Cablegram, 
January 9, 1951] (Shoghi Effendi, Messages to the Baha'i World, 7-8). 
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I'd like to call attention to the IBC’s assigned functions to “forge link with authorities of newly 
emerged State,” and “to conduct negotiations related to matters of personal statues with civil 
authorities.” The newly emerged State was the State of Israel. The State of Israel was set up as an 
independent republic on May 14, 1948, on the day the British mandate over Palestine ended. The 
British mandate began in 1920 after World War I ended. In World War I the Allied Powers, which 
included Great Britain, won over the Central Powers, which included Turkey. Turkey was the 
seat of the Ottoman Empire, and had control of Palestine. During World War I Turkey became 
allies with Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Bulgaria, and lost. 

The winners were the Allied Powers, and these included Great Britain. The Allied Powers 
divided up the spoils, so-to-speak, and the League of Nations set up a British mandate over 
Palestine. The League of Nations had been set up back in 1920 to promote international 
cooperation and to achieve international peace and security. The League lacked the means to 
enforce its decisions and was unable to prevent World War II. The League of Nations was 
dissolved in 1946, only to be succeeded by the United Nations. The League of Nations was 
fashioned after Baha’u’llah’s plan for settling international disputes, but Abdu’l-Baha predicted 
it would not be capable of preventing war: “For example, the question of universal peace, about which 
Baha'u'llah says that the Supreme Tribunal must be established: although the League of Nations has been 
brought into existence, yet it is incapable of establishing universal peace. But the Supreme Tribunal which 
Baha'u'llah has described will fulfill this sacred task with the utmost might and power” ( Abdt’l-Baha, 
Selections from the Writings of “Abdu’l-Baha, 306). 

The “mandate” of Great Britain over Palestine meant that Great Britain was given a 
commission to administer Palestine as a trustee. After the mandate ended, the State of Israel was 
set up. It was Shoghi Effendi’s intention that the IBC should “forge link with authorities of newly 
emerged State.” This meant that Shoghi Effendi wanted the communication between the Baha'is 
and the State of Israel to be done through the IBC. Why? The IBC would succeed him, of course! 
This gave the State of Israel the idea that the IBC was the official body over the Baha’i Faith. This 
is why the “Israeli Year Book of 1958" listed the IBC with Mason Remey as its president, as the 
head of the Baha’i Faith. By the time of the “Israeli Year Book of 1959,” the Hands had made sure 
they were now as the head of the Baha'i Faith. 

They wanted the whole world to just simply forget Shoghi Effendi’s plan. Why? ...because 
their hearts “hath not the fragrance of the love of the exalted and glorious Arabian Youth....” (Holy 
Mariner prayer, Baha’u’llah). 

Prior to when the British were on the winning side in World War I, they had passed a 
declaration put forth by Lord Balfour in 1917 called the “Balfour Declaration.” This declaration 
stated that the British were supportive of “a national homeland for the Jews in Palestine.” As a 
result of this declaration, when the British mandate over Palestine ended in 1948 and the State of 
Israel was set up, it was set up with the intent that the Jews should have a homeland. 

Since this “State” was freshly invented, its laws were freshly invented along with it. Included 
in these laws were provisions for religious courts, so Israeli Jews could have matters of personal 
status such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, etc., dealt with according to the laws of their own 
religion. In addition, Moslems should have a Moslem religious court. Following that pattern, 
Shoghi Effendi wanted the IBC to set up a Bahda’i religious court. This is what he meant in his 
cablegram when he said he wanted the IBC to “conduct negotiations related to matters of 
personal status with civil authorities.” Personal status has to do with one’s legal status in matters 
related to themselves as person, rather than, for example, related to their property. One’s marital 
status is a matter of personal status, etc. Many of the laws of Baha’u’llah’s book of laws titled the 
Kitab-i-Aqdas (Most Holy Book) have to do with regulating matters of personal status. 
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Therefore, Shoghi Effendi’s plans for the IBC to mark its “development into officially 
recognized Baha’i court” had everything to do with these “negotiations related to matters of 
personal status with civil authorities.” In other words, Shoghi Effendi wanted the IBC to develop 
a relationship with the civil authorities of the newly formed State of Israel so it could begin 
establishing itself as an officially recognized religious court that would be allowed to make legal 
rulings on matters of personal status. From that time forward, the development of the UHJ would 
be the development of a court, not a council. It was Shoghi Effendi’s intention that the 
international level of administration of the Baha'i faith would evolve into an international appeals 
court for Baha’i religious courts in various nations. After it transformed itself into an international 
religious appeals court, it would no longer be titled a “council.” Following are some quotes 
referring to the development of this court. 


“...The establishment of a Baha’t Court in the Holy Land, preliminary to the emergence of 
the Universal House of Justice” (Shoghi Effendi, Messages to the Baha’t World, 42). 


“...The transformation of the International Baha’i Council into an international Baha’t 
court” (Shoghi Effendi, Messages to the Baha’t World, 152). 


(Note: the following quote is not about the international Baha’i court, but about the establishment of a 
national Baha’i court, but it explains Shoghi Effendi’s basic ideas): 


“It must be explained, however, that in the Muslim countries of the Near and Middle East, 
with the exception of Turkey which has lately abolished all ecclesiastical courts under its rule, 
every recognized religious community has, in matters of personal status such as marriage, 
divorce and inheritance, its own ecclesiastical court, totally independent of the civil and 
criminal tribunals, there being in such instances no civil code promulgated by the 
government and embracing all the different religious communities. Hitherto regarded as a 
sect of Islam, the Baha’is of Egypt, who for the most part are of Muslim origin, and unable 
therefore to refer for purposes of marriage and divorce to the recognized religious tribunals of 
any other denomination, find themselves in consequence in a delicate and anomalous 
position. They have naturally resolved to refer their case to the Egyptian Government, and 
have prepared for this purpose a petition to be addressed to the head of the Egyptian Cabinet. 
In this document they have set forth the motives compelling them to seek recognition from 
their rulers, have asserted their readiness and their qualifications to exercise the functions of 
an independent Baha’t court, have assured them of their implicit obedience and loyalty to the 
State, and of their abstinence from interference in the politics of their country. They have also 
decided to accompany the text of their petition with a copy of the judgment of the Court, with 
selections from Baha'i writings, and with the document that sets forth the principles of their 
national constitution which, with few exceptions, is identical with the Declaration and By- 
laws promulgated by your Assembly. 


“I have insisted that the provisions of their constitution should, in all its details, conform to 
the text of the Declaration of Trust and By-laws which you have established, endeavoring 
thereby to preserve the uniformity which I feel is essential in all Baha’i National 
Constitutions. I would like, therefore, in this connection to request of you what I have already 
intimated to them, that whatever amendments you may decide to introduce in the text of the 
Declaration and By-laws should be duly communicated to me, that I may take the necessary 
steps for the introduction of similar changes in the text of all other National Baha’i 
Constitutions” (Shoghi Effendi, World Order of Baha’u’llah, 10-11). 
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“Other examples [of the principles of Baha’u’llah’s Revelation] are: the institution of the 
Supreme Court of Arbitration” (Abdt’1-Baha, Japan Will Turn Ablaze, 36) 


“He [Baha'u'llah] exhorted them to peace and international agreement, making it incumbent 
upon them to establish a board of international arbitration — that from all nations and 
governments of the world there should be delegates selected for a congress of nations which 
should constitute a universal arbitral court of justice to settle international disputes” 
(Abdw’1-Baha, Promulgation of Universal Peace, 203). 


“A Supreme Tribunal shall be established by the peoples and Governments of every nation, 
composed of members elected from each country and Government. The members of this Great 
Council shall assemble in unity. All disputes of an international character shall be submitted 
to this Court, its work being to arrange by arbitration everything which otherwise would be a 
cause of war. The mission of this Tribunal would be to prevent war” ( Abdt’1-Baha, Paris 
Talks, 155). 


“An arbitral court of justice shall be established by which international disputes are to be 
settled” ( Abdu’l-Baha, Promulgation of Universal Peace, 317). 


“In His Epistles He asked the parliaments of the world to send their wisest and best men to 
an international world conference which should decide all questions between the peoples and 
establish universal peace. This would be the highest court of appeal, and the parliament of 
man so long dreamed of by poets and idealists would be realized. Its accomplishment would 
be more far-reaching than the Hague tribunal” ( Abdd’1-Baha, Promulgation of Universal 
Peace, 389). 


“Touching the point raised in the Secretary's letter regarding the nature and scope of the 
Universal Court of Arbitration, this and other similar matters will have to be explained and 
elucidated by the Universal House of Justice, to which, according to the Master's explicit 
instructions, all important and fundamental questions must be referred. At present the exact 
implication and full significance of the provisions of the Master’s Will are as yet imperfectly 
understood, and time will serve to reveal the wisdom and the far-reaching effects of His 
words” (Shoghi Effendi, Baha’t Administration, 47). 


“For example, the question of universal peace, about which Baha'u'llah says that the Supreme 
Tribunal must be established: although the League of Nations has been brought into 
existence, yet it is incapable of establishing universal peace. But the Supreme Tribunal which 
Baha'u'llah has described will fulfil this sacred task with the utmost might and power. And 
His plan is this: that the national assemblies of each country and nation - that is to say 
parliaments — should elect two or three persons who are the choicest men of that nation, and 
are well informed concerning international laws and the relations between governments and 
aware of the essential needs of the world of humanity in this day. The number of these 
representatives should be in proportion to the number of inhabitants of that country. The 
election of these souls who are chosen by the national assembly, that is, the parliament, must 
be confirmed by the upper house, the congress and the cabinet and also by the president or 
monarch so these persons may be the elected ones of all the nation and the government. From 
among these people the members of the Supreme Tribunal will be elected, and all mankind 
will thus have a share therein, for every one of these delegates is fully representative of his 
nation. When the Supreme Tribunal gives a ruling on any international question, either 
unanimously or by majority rule, there will no longer be any pretext for the plaintiff or 
ground of objection for the defendant. In case any of the governments or nations, in the 
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execution of the irrefutable decision of the Supreme Tribunal, be negligent or dilatory, the 
rest of the nations will rise up against it, because all the governments and nations of the 
world are the supporters of this Supreme Tribunal. Consider what a firm foundation this is! 
But by a limited and restricted League the purpose will not be realized as it ought and should. 
This is the truth about the situation, which has been stated...” (Abdt’l-Baha, Selections 
from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, 306-307). 
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According to the above quotes, this “officially recognized Bahda’i court,” and “its 
transformation into duly elected body,” would include the “parliaments of the world” which 
would “send their wisest and best men” who would decide “questions between people and 
establish universal peace.” International disputes would be settled in this court, and its purpose 
would be “to prevent war.” 

The “duly elected body,” therefore, must be “duly elected.” To be “duly elected,” it must not 
be “limited and restricted,” for example an “elected International Baha’i Council.” If it is, its 
“purpose will not be realized as it ought and should. This is the truth of the situation, which has been 
stated.” Even Abdu'l-Baha’s Will and Testament points out that the “duly elected body” should 
include members from the “governments and peoples” (Will and Testament, 13). No government 
had any say whatsoever in the election of the bogus “Hands’” International Baha’i Council. 
Simply put, the IBC that the “Hands” had the believers elect, was not “duly elected!” 

I have adequately addressed the fact that the plan of Shoghi Effendi far surpassed in its vision 
the plan the Hands came up with for an elected IBC. 

I will now repeat the Hands’ argument against Mason Remey being the guardian, and add to 
it their supporting points. 


“Tf the presidency of the first International Baha’i Council, which was not an elected body but 
appointed by Shoghi Effendi, was a permanent thing, why did the beloved Guardian himself 
call for an elected International Baha’t Council in the future as part of the evolution of this 
institution and its eventual efflorescence into the Universal House of Justice? 


“We have not even an intimation in any writing of Shoghi Effendi that the officers of the first 
appointed International Baha'i Council would be carried forward into the elected 
International Baha'i Council. 


Excuse me, but what about the Will and Testament where it talks about the “sacred head and the 
distinguished member for life of that body?” Again, these bogus “Hands” would stop at nothing to 
hoodwink the believers, disguise their own motives, advance pretexts, confuse the situation, and 
so on. Once people break the Covenant, the sky is the limit on what they can dream up: “Follow 
not, therefore, your earthly desires, and violate not the Covenant of God, nor break your pledge to Him. 
With firm determination, with the whole affection of your heart, and with the full force of your words, turn 
ye unto Him, and walk not in the ways of the foolish” (Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, 328). 

According to the “Hands:” “There is nothing to indicate anywhere in the Teachings that the officers 
of the elected International Baha’t Council would not be elected according to the pattern of election of every 
other Baha’i elected body” (Ministry of the Custodians, 234). 

These Hands just blatantly went against the Will and Testament! Abdu’l-Baha and Shoghi 
Effendi both spoke of the “law of primogeniture” as being an extremely important law that is 
preserved in the Baha’i dispensation via the guardianship. The “law of primogeniture” is the state 
or fact of being the firstborn of parents and this fact conferring the right to inherit in the event of 
intestacy, which is when someone dies without making a valid will. 
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“In a Tablet, Abdu'l-Baha... explains that this... is an expression of the law of 
primogeniture, which has invariably been upheld by the Law of God. In a Tablet to a follower 
of the Faith in Persia He wrote: “In all the Divine Dispensations the eldest son hath been 
given extraordinary distinctions. Even the station of prophethood hath been his birthright.’ 
With the distinctions given to the eldest son, however, go concomitant duties” (Baha'u'llah: 
Agqdas: Notes, 186). 


“...In the verses of the Kitab-i-Aqdas the implications of which clearly anticipate the 
institution of the Guardianship; in the explanation which Abdu’l-Baha, in one of His Tablets, 
has given to, and the emphasis He has placed upon, the hereditary principle and the law of 
primogeniture as having been upheld by the Prophets of the past — in these we can discern the 
faint glimmerings and discover the earliest intimation of the nature and working of the 
Administrative Order which the Will of Abdu’l-Baha was at a later time destined to proclaim 
and formally establish” (Shoghi Effendi, World Order of Baha‘u’llah, 147). 


“Baha'u'llah designated Abdu'l-Baha, His eldest Son, as His Successor and the Interpreter of 
His Teachings. Abdu’l-Baha in His turn appointed His eldest grandson, Shoghi Effendi, to 
succeed Him as interpreter of the holy Writ and Guardian of the Cause. The interpretations 
of Abdu’l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi are considered divinely guided and are binding on the 
Baha’is” (Baha’u'’llah, Aqdas, Notes, 221). 


The bogus, trumped up, lying, deceitful “Hands” go on: “There is no possible reason for 
concluding that Mason Remey or any other Council member would automatically be carried forward into 
membership in that body” (Ministry of the Custodians, 234). 

Well, I can think of a few reasons, even if the Hands couldn’t. To name only a few: The Will 
and Testament of Abdu’1-Baha, the writings of Shoghi Effendi, and the Covenants of God that go 
back thousands of years regarding the everlasting kings of the kingdom of God on earth. 

The bogus “Hands,” lead by their fearless leader Ruhiyyih Khanum, go on and give another 
argument for why Mason Remey could not be the guardian: 


“How can Mason Remey reconcile his assertion that he was appointed by Shoghi Effendi as 
his successor during his lifetime with the provisions in the Will and Testament of Abdu’l- 
Baha that during the lifetime of the Guardian, nine of the Hands of the Cause of God must be 
elected by the fellow-Hands, and give their assent to the choice made by him of his successor? 
[f the Guardian appointed Mason Remey, why did he go against the provisions of the Will in 
this important respect? Such an implication ts a flagrant attack on Shoghi Effendi himself.” 


That is the most contorted, narrow-minded argument ever. The fact that Shoghi Effendi never 
had the nine Hands take a secret ballot vote to give their assent to his successor has nothing 
whatsoever to do with the fact that he did indeed appoint a successor. If you read the Will and 
Testament carefully, you will see that to accept Abdu’l-Baha’s authority as the Center of the 
Covenant is to accept that: “This body of the Hands of the Cause of God is under the direction of the 
guardian of the Cause of God.... To disregard, though it be for a moment, this absolute command which is 
binding upon everyone, is in no wise permitted...” 

Furthermore, Abdt’1-Baha states: “these [Hands]... MUST GIVE THEIR ASSENT to the choice 
of the one whom the guardian of the Cause of God hath chosen as his successor.” Assent means: 
“to give expressed OR UNEXPESSED mental acceptance to the truth or rightness.” 

To explain the difference between assent and consent, consider the following policy stated by 
the regulatory attorney at the Quorum Review Independent Review Board at 
quorumreview.com: “Consent, in the context of research, is generally understood to describe the legally 
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effective consent that a person provides.... the regulations regarding participation of children in research 
use the term “permission” in the context of parent/guardian consent.... Assent is generally understood to 
describe the affirmative agreement of the individual involved in the research [for example] the adult with 
diminished capacity that cannot provide consent for themselves would be providing assent.” 

In other words, to give one’s assent is not akin to giving legal permission or consent. It is an 
implicit agreement shown by one’s actions. The Will and Testament requires nine people to give 
their assent to the guardian’s choice for his successor, and this has to be done by secret ballot, so 
the guardian can be assured that once he passes, at least nine people will go to bat to make sure 
that his wishes for his successor would be upheld by at least nine people who more or less act as 
witnesses to his decision. Furthermore, it would more or less constitute covenant-breaking if a 
Hand did not give their assent, because the Hands pledge to be completely obedient to the 
guardian’s wishes when they assume their duties. In NO WAY does the following passage in the 
Will and Testament mean that the Hands had ANY RIGHT WHATSOEVER to vote whether or not 
to uphold 

Shoghi Effendi’s decision as to his successor: “The election of these nine must be carried either 
unanimously or by majority from the company of the Hands of the Cause of God and these, whether 
unanimously or by a majority vote, must give their assent to the choice of the one whom the Guardian of 
the Cause of God hath chosen as his successor. This assent must be given in such wise as the assenting and 
dissenting voices may not be distinguished (i.e., secret ballot)” (Will and Testament, 12). 

In fact, Shoghi Effendi made this fact clear in a newsletter published by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha’is of the United States in February, 1955, the following letter written on 
behalf of Shoghi Effendi by his Secretary and addressed on June 6, 1954, to Mr. Rex King, Shoghi 
Effendi states: 


“The statement in the Will of Abdu’l-Baha* (*The passage in the Master’s Will which 
provides for the successor to the Guardian, in which reference is made to the Hands of the 
Cause) does not imply that the Hands of the Cause of God have been GIVEN THE 
AUTHORITY TO OVERRULE THE GUARDIAN. Abdu 'l-Baha COULD NOT HAVE 
PROVIDED FOR A CONFLICT OF AUTHORITY in the Faith. This is OB VIOUS, in 
view of His own words, which you will find on page 13 [p. 11 of 1944 ULS. edition] of the 
Will and Testament of Abdu’l-Baha. “The mighty stronghold shall remain impregnable and 
safe through obedience to him who is the guardian of the Cause of God. It is incumbent 
upon... the Hands of the Cause of God to show their obedience, submissiveness and 
subordination unto the guardian of the Cause of God, to turn unto him and be lowly before 
him. He that opposeth him hath opposed the True One,’ etc.” 


Abdw’'l-Baha, as the infallible Center of the Covenant, set up the Father’s everlasting 
successorship in two stages: first Shoghi Effendi, and then the UHJ. Period. No bogus “Hands” 
were EVER supposed to be in charge of the Baha’i faith! 


“The sacred and youthful branch, the guardian of the Cause of God, as well as the Universal 
House of Justice... are both under the care and protection of the Abha Beauty, under the 
shelter and UNERRING GUIDANCE of His Holiness, the Exalted One.... Whatsoever they 
decide is of God. Whoso obeyeth him not, neither obeyeth them, hath not obeyed God.” 


On Dec. 24, 1951, Shoghi Effendi published in “Messages to the Baha’i World,” a description 
of the International Baha’i Council: 


“International Bahai Council in precincts of Holy Shrine, FORERUNNER OF 
INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE, SUPREME LEGISLATIVE ORGAN OF 
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NASCENT [meaning “beginning to develop” or “in the process of being born” ], 
DIVINELY-CONCEIVED, world-encircling Baha’i Administration.” 


In The Baha’t World, p. 388, under the subtitle “Embryo of the Universal House of Justice,” 
Shoghi Effendi reiterated: 


“...the Charter upon which the Spiritual and Administrative activities of the Faith in Israel 
rest is the Tablet of Carmel, revealed by Baha’u'llah on Mt. Carmel. The ‘City of God’ 
mentioned in this Tablet, is the Shrine of the Bab, and the ‘Ark’ means the Laws of God, and 
refers to the Universal House of Justice, the EMBRYO OF WHICH IS THE PRESENT 
INTERNATIONAL BAHA’I COUNCIL, WHICH THROUGH SUCCESSIVE STAGES 
WILL DEVELOP INTO THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE TO BE 
ESTABLISHED AND FUNCTION on this Holy Mountain.” 


And last but not least, in Shoghi Effendi’s cablegram of December 16, 1950, titled “Formation 
of First International Baha’i Council,” he announces its formation as a: 


“weighty epoch-making [epoch-making means “significant by virtue of ensuing historical 
developments” ] decision of formation of first International Baha’t Council, FORERUNNER 
OF SUPREME ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTION DESTINED TO EMERGE IN 
FULLNESS OF TIME.... RANKING SECOND ONLY TO ... THE THREE CENTRAL 
FIGURES OF FAITH....” 


My point is, how on earth could a body of nine Hands, supposedly loyal to Shoghi Effendi, 
EVER, in any way, conceive of the preposterous notion that they, with their secret ballot vote, had 
the right to create a conflict of authority, as well as to over-rule, supersede, and annul Abdu’l- 
Bahda’s Will and Testament and Shoghi Effendi’s infallible plans? A firm-in-the-Covenant Baha’i 
would never do this! According to the Will and Testament, they MUST GIVE THEIR ASSENT to 
Shoghi Effendi’s “weighty epoch-making decision” to form the forerunner to the SUPREME 
institution mandated as the IMMEDIATE SUCCESSOR to Shoghi Effendi! 

I repeat, Abdu’1-Baha wrote of an enduring succession of guardians in his Will and Testament: 
“Tt is INCUMBENT [meaning “an obligation or duty”] upon the guardian of the Cause of God to 
appoint in his own life-time him that shall become his successor.... should the first-born of the 
guardian of the Cause of God... not inherit the spiritual within him..., then MUST he, (the 
guardian of the Cause of God) choose another branch to succeed him.” Had Shoghi Effendi not 
appointed his successor he would have violated the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. 

Have you ever heard about a government with an executive and legislative BRANCH? Well, 
Shoghi Effendi fulfilled his God-given duty to choose a successor, by CHOOSING ANOTHER 
BRANCH to succeed him! This was a weighty, epoch-making decision, meaning he chose it. This 
duty was incumbent upon him, and he did what God expected him to do. He had the UNERRING 
GUIDANCE of GOD. Shoghi Effendi CHOSE for the inheritance bequeathed upon to go from 
him, not to his genealogical son, but to the first of the four stages of the UHJ! Since it became clear 
throughout time that there was no way he was going to get the full-fledged UHJ set up during 
his lifetime, he therefore made the “weighty, epoch-making decision” to set up the International 
Baha’i Council as the “nascent,” beginning to develop, in the process of being born, “divinely- 
conceived,” “embryonic,” “forerunner of supreme administrative institution” that was “destined 
to emerge” in the “fullness of time!” This lineal successor would have the unerring guidance of 
God, because Abdt’l-Baha had promised it would in his Will and Testament! Furthermore, this 
direct successor would have all the component parts since it contained “another branch” 
[meaning another son of Abdu’l-Bahda’s] as its president! 
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Therefore, if one needs proof of an everlasting set of guardians, look no further than the Will 
and Testament of the Center of the Covenant, and to his successor Shoghi Effendi, of whom it is 
said: “To go against him is to go against God!” 

Shoghi Effendi was brilliant! He really thought things through! Under these circumstances, 
when your direct successor is announced to the whole Baha’i world in a cablegram, published far 
and wide in messages to the Baha’i world, and announced in glorious terms that quantify its 
establishment as being second only to the three central figures of the Baha'i faith, well, in that 
case, being it’s directly according to the Will and Testament and all, would you ask anyone to give 
their assent, on the possibility that someone might dissent, thus breaking the Covenant? It seems 
a little silly in this case to even ask for anyone’s assent, being it was such an “epoch-making” 
event to get the whole thing going. Had Shoghi Effendi not died an early death, certainly he 
would have given his Hands an opportunity to show their obedience by casting their secret ballot 
vote in which they MUST GIVE THEIR ASSENT to allowing the International Baha’i Council to 
succeed him. But instead: “...with many stratagems, [they] are seeking leadership, and in order to reach 
this position they instill doubts among the friends that they may cause differences, and that these differences 
may result in their drawing a party to themselves. But the friends of God must be awake and must know 
that the scattering of these doubts hath as its motive personal desires and the achievement of leadership.” 


“Do not disrupt Baha’t unity, and know that this unity cannot be maintained save 
through faith in the Covenant of God” (Selections from the Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, 
214-215, emphasis mine). 
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